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KEY 

ARRANGEMENT: The ancestral record and the descendant record, with pictures, documents, 
and sketches of the immigrant ancestor and his four wives, are found in Sections I, 11, 111, IV, 
V, and VI. Each of his four families is found in the order in which he married his wives. 

Reference Numbers: Small Roman numbers such as i, ii, iii  appear next to the name of each 
child, indicating his place in his father's family. Children who have married have also been 
given another number. This number is found before the name near the left margin, and is 
preceded by a letter. The letter M tells us he is a descendant of Maren, the letter G tells us 
he is a descendant of Gertrude, the letter E tells us he is a descendant of Elsie Marie, and the 
letter A tells us he is a descendant of Aurora. This number with the letter is found in two places 
in the book -- where he is a child in his father's family, and where he is mr ied .  These 
numbers come in order through the generations in each family. 

UNDERSCORED NAMES: The number and name of each descendant is underscored where he 
or she is shown as a head of a family. In parentheses follow the names of his ancestral blood 
line by generation. For example: 

M 33 
3 1 

Isaac Are1 Jensen (Isaac H. . Mads Christian ) 

SOURCE: Whenever possible the source of material has been indicated by the name or 
number of the informant. 

PHOTOGRAPHS AND BIOGRAPHIES: Photographs were requested from all  grandchildren with 
their families. Sketches were abbreviated. Cost and space had to be considered. 

INDEXING: A complete index has been prepared of all the Mads Christian Jensen families 
according to individual name and number. Female names have been listed under their 
miden  names. 

SYMBOLS: Born - B or b. ; died - d. ; daughter of - dau. ; married - md. ; divorced - div. 
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PREFACE 

The compilation and publishing of the Jeasen Family Book is the result of the efforts of many 
persons. The first meeting held to consider a Family Organization and a Jensen History was held in 
the home of Emery Reese in Brigham City, Utah, October 7, 1945 a t  seven p. m. There were twenty- 
one membeis of the Jensen family present. Three of the four living children of M. C. Jensee were 
in attendance--Emma Rasmussen, Lana Alvord, and Hyrum Jensen. Lorenzo Jensen of San Francisco 
was unable to attend and sent his regrets. 

By unanimous vote Joseph Norton was appointed to preside as chairman of the meeting. There 
was much discussion, and i t  was agreed to appoint a temporary president and secretary, and seventeen 
family representatives. These representatives were appointed to represent the families of the seven- 
teen children of Mads Christian Jensen and his four wives. 

Dr. Arel I. Jensen was appointed to act  as president and Anna Tingey as secretary. Following 
is a list of the family representatives and the head of the families they represent: 

Joseph Norton--------------------------------------- Maren Norton 
ArelJensen---------------------------------------- Isaac H. Jensen 
IsaacJensen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Denmark Jensen 
Emery Reese . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - - - -  - - - -  Martha Reese 
Anna Tingey ...................................... Lana Alvord 
Elijah Jensen--------------------------------------- 

I C. M. (Crane) Jensen 
Marvia Jensen-------------------------------------- Peter Jensen 
Emma Johnson-------------------------------------- John Jensen 
NewellLarsea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Twentilta Larsen 
Florence Caserta-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  L o ~ ~ ~ z o  Jensen 
Mary Miller Elias Jensen 
Mable Childs ------------- ---------- - - - - - -  - - - - -  - - - -  Hyrum Jensen 
Leslie Wickham - - - -  ---- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Maria Wickham 
Wilford Wilde---"---------------------------------- Sarah Wilde 
Victoria Wilde - -- ----- -- - - - - -  ---- --- - - - - -  ---- - -  - -  - -  Emma Rasmussen 
June Parker --  ---- ------ ------ - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  Rebecca Lindsay 
Lee Anderson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Amelia Anderson 

This temporary committee called a meeting for perfecting a Family Organization, January 15, 
1946, in Brigham City. There was a good attendance at  this meeting and they voted unanimously 
in favor of a Family Organization and elected the temporary committee as officers of the Mads 
C. Jensen Family Organization. Family Group Sheets were handed or mailed to the family heads 
by their representatives with the following instructions, "Fill out the sheet, and on the back of the 
sheet tell us who you are, where you live, what you do, and any additional information such as 
'highlights' in your life that can be used in a history book. " We hope each will feel about the book 
as Emery Reese expressed his feelings, he said, "My pride in the Jensan Family makes it desirable 
for me to hand such a book to my children. " 

Arel Jensen began immediately to gather items of interest, pictures, histories, and started the 
compilation of the Jensen Book. After his death in December 1948 there was a period in which 
little was done on the book. A couple of years later, while Leon P. Jensen was serving as President 
of the Jensen Family Organization, the committee asked Arel's widow, Kathryn S. Jensen, to 
complete the work that Arel had started. 

The work went forward slowly with Kathryn living in Arizona and not being so very well 
acquainted with her husband's family. At a Family Reunion, a committee of three was appointed 
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to gather family records for the book. They were Anna Tingey, Marva Ralph, and Worth Jensen, and 
they gave a big lift to the work. Much information was gathered by their efforts. 

In the spring of 1958, Kathryn moved to Salt Lake City to be closer to the members of-the family 
and the compilation began in earnest. Much of the information had to be brought up to date and gaps 
had to be filled w h  new informa tion. Dolores Freeman, Allien Neville, Lavern Stone, Ma ttie Norton, 
Violet Burns, Venna Smith, Marvin Jensen, Marvin Jacobsen, Lucille B. Cutler, Norris P. Jensen, 
Ethelean Standley, Nellie Larsen, and many others too numerous to mention have been very helpful. 

Lenora J. Johnson has served as typist and Regena J. Anderson, along with her duties as Secretary 
and Treasurer in the family organization, has assisted in many ways. The publisher was unable to 
use the photostatic copy made of the M. C. Jensen wi l l  and we can all be grateful that a member of 
the family has photography as a hobby. The law would not permit the will to be taken from the Box 
Elder Courthouse, so Robert Jensen went to the Clerk's Office and made the photograph of the will 
contained in this book. 

Parley P. Jensen sent in a copy of the telegram from President Lorenzo Snow sent a t  the time of 
M C. Jensen's funeral, along with many records of his father's posterity. 

The Jensen pioneer ancestors played their parts well in the settling of the West and the building 
of Zion. As their descendants, we should be eternally grateful for their faith, honesty, courage, 
thrift, and the religious convictions that have given their posterity more than a hundred years as of 
now, in this blessed land of America. They have erected and left by the paths which their descendants 
will follow, many sturdy guideposts that will lead us to greener fields and lands of opportunity. 

As a committee, we extend our thanks to al l  who have assisted in any way in making this record 
possible. We hope the Jensen family will accept the Jensen Book in the spirit in which i t  has been 
compiled. We know that in so large a work i t  is most likely there will be some mistakes. We also 
realize that some records are incomplete and that some have not been sent to us. We have tried to 
compile an honest and complete record of the Jensen Family from the family group sheets, pictures, etc. 
that have been submitted for this purpose. 

Jensen Book Committee 

Kathryn S. Jensen 

Regena 3. Anderson 

Lenora J. Johnson 





SECTION I 

DENMARK---THE BEAUTIFUL 

Scandinavia is a general designation for thase three northern countries of Europe; Sweden, 
Norway, and Denmark, whose inhabitants were known for centuries simply as the Northmen, 

Southenunost and smallest of the Scandinavian Kingdoms is Denmark Its total area of 16,576 
square miles (excuhive of Greenland and the Faroe Blands) makes it smaller than New Hampshire 
and ~ & m 6 n t  combined; but it supports 4,424 000 inhabitants, a population density of 265 per square 
rriles as compared with 51 for the United States. The country is composed of the peninsula of Jut- 
land and many islands. The largest of these is Zealand on which is Copenhagen, the biggest and the 
gayest of the Scandinavian capitals. 

Denmark has no mountains. It is a low lying land, averaging only ninety-eight feet above sea 
level, so low that some parts of Jutland have to be protected Dutch fashion, by dikes. Most of the 
west coast gleams with glistening dunes of white sand bound by lyme grass to hold i t  fast against 
the encroaching sea. 

The rolling farm and pasture lands, the tidy homes and gardens of Denmark present a picture 
of the .peacefullness, industry, orderliness, and progress that characterizes the Danish people. 

We are particuliady interested in the peninsula of Jutland, because Grandfather Jensen was born 
there in the little town of Elling. (Consult the map for location) 

The peninsula of Jutland is attached to North Germany. Towns and villages here have a peace- 
ful charm, varied by many old castles and unique white churches. The country side is dotted with 
white farmhouses, many with neatly thatched roofs. 

The climate on Jutland is a little unpleasant All winter a strong eastern wind blows across 
the flat fields bringing cold showers of ra in  This forces the Danes to spend a great deal of time 
indoors, a circumstance which has contributed greatly to making them a heavy book reading nation. 
In consequence thereof they are a singularly well informed group of people who own more books 
and newspapers per capita than any other nation. 

The most important agricultural products are dairy, poultry, and swine. The Danes are the big 
butter and egg men of Europe. There are more pigs than people in Denmark and the farmers have 
made such a science of raising them that tender, rosy, pink Danish hams inspire the praises of gour- 
m t s  all  over the world. These and other agricultural products represent sixty per cent of the country's 
exports. 

The rain and wind keeps the pastures moist and the grass grows and makes the cows fat, and as 
a result Denmark alone is able to provide the world with 30$1 of its butter. Danish farmers can boast 
some of the highest per acre yields of barley, oats, and wheat in the world. 

The efficiency of the farmers is matched by that of the fishermen who exploit the sea which 
a l l  but surrounds the country. Ninety per cent of the catch is exported. 

Exports of the famous Danish silverware and Royal Copenhagen porcelain are very high. 

In a world devoted to the ideal of greatness, Denmark would oecupy a high position. For, if 
the greatest happiness of the greatest number of people is the ultimate goal to which all  governments 
should aspire, Denmark has done more than enough to justify her cmtinued existence as an independ- 
ent nation 



Denmark has a constitutional monarch form of government. The monarchy is hereditary. The 
legislative powers l ie with the King in conjunction with the Rigsdag or Parliament The executive 
power is exercised by the King. The judicial power lies with the courts of justice. The EvangelLcal 
Lutheran Chulch is the state-church of Denmark and as such supported by the state. 

The citizens of-Denmark are entitled to form congregations for the purpose of worshipping God 
in a manner concordant with their convictions; nothing, however, may be taught or done contrary to 
mral i ty  or public order. 

He who is unable to provide for his own needs or those of his family and the maintenance of whom 
be not incumbent on any other person, is entitled to public relief. Children whose parents cannot 
afford to pay for their education are entitled to receive free instruction in the primary schools. Anyone 
has a right to publish his ideas in print but may be held responsible before the courts. The citizens 
are entitled to assemble unarmed. The police has a right to be present a t  public meetings. Any man 
capable of carrying arms is under the obligation of personally contributing to the defense of the Father- 
land. All privileges existing and by legislation attached to nobility, title or rank are abolished. 

Denmark officially became a Kingdom under Gorm the Old, who died about 950 A. D. and the 
nation has never been divided since. For one thousand years Denmark has been determined to preserve 
its independence. It was Denmark's desire to preserve its neutrality in World War IL But, in spite of 
a non-aggression pact signed with Hitler in 1939, Germany invaded its small neighbor on April 9, 
1940, and i t  was not liberated until May 4, 1945, by which time the economy was in a chaotic state. 
The speed with which the country has recovered is a tribute to Danish efficiency, loyalty and intelligence. 

The Danes are a thrifty and neighborly people. They constru~tbeautiful home like dwellings 
with well kept outbuildings. The farm buildings in general are arranged in the form of a quandrangle, 
of which the house forms one side. Everything is in good repair--the thatched roofs, the painted walls, 
the neat yards. In front is a flower garden and in the center of the garden is a flag pole where the 
beautiful Danish flag flies seven days a week. 

The interior of the house is pleasant and spotlessly clean. In the windows are boxes of flowering 
plants. The cities are busy, idyllic, modern and commercial. They have many good hotels and 
there t s  magnificent scenery a l l  about 

The Danes are great hikers and campers and above a l l  great cyclists. No city on earth has more 
bicycles than Copenhagen. They are used both for pleasure and by necessity. All water sports are 
popular, and crowds flock to the beaches for summer swimming, sailing and water skiing. 

One hundred years ago Denmark was a very poor country, there were few animals, and pastures 
were poor. But since that time soils have been studied, drainage projects have been inmduced to 
achieve maximum production from the ferile soil. The Danes have actually "used their heads" and 
changed their country to a pleasant, attractive, prosperous land. 

Every member of the Jensen family interested in the land of our forefathers should turn to the map 
of Denmark and locate Elling, the place of grandfather Jensen's birth; Borglem, 25 miles from Elling 
which is the birthplace of Grandfather's first wife, Maren; Hammer Sogn, the birthplace of his second 
wife, Gertrude; Haseris, birthplace of his third wife, Elsie Marie; and Vinebjorg, birthplace of his 
fourth wife, Aurora. 

The map will be more useful in locating certain otherplaces that are mentioned in the sketches 
and also in tracing the route taken by the family in coming to Utah 



We are a l l  very proud to be Qscendants of such a great man. In tribute we might say of Grand- 
father Jensen. "He was honest, kind, religious, and full of faith. He endured many grave hardships 
in orderfor his posterity to reap the blessings of his misfortunes. He was truly a great man and we who 
are his descendants are most proud to bear his name. " 

By Regena J. Anderson 

Sources of Informa tion 

Scandinavian Countries--American Geogra phica 1 Society. 
By W m  W. Davenport 

Newman's European Travel Guide. 

The World--It's Lands and Peoples. Thralls. 

Facts about Denmark International "Who- Wha t-Where" Series. 



DENMARK BECOMES BASE FOR PROSELYTING IN S C A N D I N A V I A  

Sleepless, agitated, Elder Erastus Snow of the Council of the Twelve, paced the floor of the i l l -  
smelling hotel room. All was dark except for the faint glow of the moon shining through the window. 
Through the wall came the scarcely muffled sounds of raucous laughter, loud exclamations in an un- 
familiar tongue and low undertones of conversation. The constant clikk-click-click of billiard balls 
played a constant accompaniment to shuffling boots. 

A carriage rumbled over the cobblestones just below the window, the clop-clop of hoofs adding 
to the nerve-torturing din. 

Elder Snow counted as the great clock tower rang out the 12 strokes of midnight Would the 
revelers never go home and cease the racket in the next room and in the strget? How could a group 
of Missionaries have the spirit of the Lord with them in this place? 

His companions lay sleeping: Peter 0. Hansen, again in his native Copenhagen after many years; 
John E. Forsgren, dreaming of a reunion with his family in Sweden, and George Dykes who had joined 
the trio as they journeyed from Salt Lake Valley to Denmark during the fall and winter of 1849. 

The four missionaries were virtually strangers and alone in the great city. Some of Elder Hansen's 
family,including his father, lived there, but they refused to have anything to do with him. 

Elder Snow continued his lonely walk back and forth in the darkness. He felt he could not spend 
another night in this room. At last, he knelt and prayed that he and his companions might find suitable 
lodgings. 

The next day, they were led providentially to the home of Lauritz B. Malling. He agreed to rent 
them a room which fitted their needs very well. The four were now ready to launch the great harvest 
of souls in Scandinavia. 

Elder Forsgren left in a few days for his native town of Gefle, Sweden. The others, following a 
pattern set a t  the start of the work in England, attended the services of a friendly non-conformist 
minister in Copenhagen. He later turned against the American Missionaries, but many of his flock 
followed after them, becoming the first converts to the Church in Denmark. 

On Aug. 15, 1850, 15 of these devout people were baptized in the ocean just outside Copenhagen. 
Other baptisms followed and the first branch of the Church in Denmark was organized a month later. 

As in England, thousands were ready and waiting to b r  the Restored Gospel. "Some have told us 
that they have seen us in vision before we came, " Elder Snow wrote in a report to the First Presidency. 

Branches sprang up rapidly and the missionary force was augmented by a number of intelligent 
converts eager to serve. Denmark became the base for proselyting work in Sweden, Norway, Iceland 
and Germany. 

A small trickle of 19 emigrants left Copenhages with Erastus Snow in 1852, bound for Utah. In a 
few years it  became a swelling flood. III that flood came Anthon H. Lund, who became a counselor 
in the First Presidency; and Christian D. Fjeldsted, later a member of the First Council of Seventy. 

It is estimated that nearly half of the present Church membership traces its origins in part, a t  least, 
to the staunch converts from Scandinavia. 

Source: Church News, p. 16 
November 15, 1958 



MIRACULOUS HEALINGS CAUSE INTEREST I N  SCANDINAVIA 

"The Dipper. " the policeman shouted to the crowd as he marched John E. Forsgren toward the - 
Ge fle bm Hall. 

"Hurrah for the prophet!" was the unexpected response as the men in the street waved their hats. 

The indignant officer hurried his prisoner away from the sympathetic waterfront crowd. In the 
sanctuary of the city offices the young prisoner had ample opportunity to tell his story. He was 
successively examined by the chief of police, the passport officer, ministers of the state church and 
by the mayor. He was, he told them, Swedish by birth, a native of Gefle where his father and family 
lived still. He had gone to sea while yet a boy and heard a new religion preached in the American 
port of Boston. Conviced of its truth, he had joined the Church, forsaken the life of a sailor and had 
gone to meet the prophet Joseph Smith in Nauvoo, IU 

With the Mormon Battalion he had marched across desert and mountain to California. He then 
joined the saints in Utah just in time to receive a call to carry the Gospel message to his native land. 

Elder Forsgren had traveled to Denmark with Elder Erastus Snow of the Council of the Twelve, 
staying only a few days in Copenhagen before coming to Gefle. 

With great power Elder Forsgren bore testimony to the truth of the restored gospel before .the 
incredulous officials. 

"He claims to heal the sick. " cried one of his accusers. 

Elder Forsgren readily admitted that he had laid hands upon his brother. Peter, who was known 
to have been an invalid for years. Peter was sent for in an effort to find grounds upon which to prose- 
cute the "Mormon imposter. " But instead of a sickly cripple. Peter strode into the room unassisted 
and quite healthy. 

He testified that he had been healed by the power of God. Not only this, he had been the first 
person in Gefle baptized by his brother. (Peter was, in fact, the first convert baptized in all  of 
Scandinavia. ) 

Unable to prove any charge of fraud, the Elder's opponents accused him of lunacy. He was 
examined by the doctor and pronounced mentally sound. Failing to find any basis for action against 
him, the officials sent him to Stockholm 

Once again Elder Forsgren was examined by numerous government officers. The process attracted 
wide notice in the press, and many people sought him out to hear more of his doctrine. 

Concluding that the "Mormon" preacher was too dangerous to be allowed further freedom in 
Sweden, the government paid his passage and placed him on a ship bound for America. 

Elder Forsgren, however, refused to be so easily dissuaded from his purpose. When the ship stopped 
a t  a Danish port, the captain allowed him to escape. He rejoined his companions in that country, 
laboring with them until there should arise another opportunity to reopen the work in Sweden. 

The opportunity did come, and eventually the work of the Lord in Sweden grew to great propor- 
tions. Thousands of her finest people left their homes to build up Zion Many others have stayed to 
mintain the branches and to make the Church a strong organization in the homeland. 

Source: Church News. p. 16. 
November 22, 1958 



These preceding articles have been included in the Jensen Book, to help us as a family to under- 
stand the missionary organization as it was set up in the Scandinavian countries. The converts that 
were sent from the branch established in Copenhagen to a l l  parts of Denmark as missionaries, carried 
the glad message of the Restored Gospel to their fellow countrymen. Some of these men were veFj 
young in the faith themselves and had receiwed only the Aaronic Priesthood, but they went forth with 
gladness of heart to share the message that had lightened their own burdens. They brought with them 
their burning testimonies that had been lighted from the torches borne by the Elders: Erastus Snow, 
Peter 0. Hansen, John E. Forsgren, and George Dykes; Elders who had made many sacrifices to bring 
the Gospel in it's fulness to Scandinavia; Elders who had faith to heal the sick in God's name, who 
could stand fearless before magistrates and expound the word of God, who had the simple faith to 
pray for help and guidance, that they might fulfill a fruitful mission. 

Two such converts traveled to the county of Hjorring, the northernmost county on the island of 
Jutland, and there they found a young man named Mads Christian Jensen with his wife Maren and 
their five small children. Their hearts were opened to the Gosepl message and they too, received 
the burning testimony that made it possible for them to "endure al l  things. " The story is told more 
fully in the sketch which follows later, written by his grandson, Are1 Jensen. 

Before examining the chart showing the known ancestors of Mads C. Jensen, perhaps i t  would be 
well for us to consider Patronymics for a moment, so that we might more easily understand relationship. 
in a Scandinavian pedigree. 

A patronymic is a patrilineal surname, a name formed by the addition of a prefix or a suffix indi- 
cating relationship of die m of one's father or paternal ancestor. 

The countries where the system of patronymics was most widely used are the countries of Scandinavia, 
Holland, and Wales. The following examples indicate the practical application of patronymics: 

1. Niels Jensen has a son whom he names Kristen. This child becomes Kristen, the son of Niels-- 
or Kristen Nielsen. Kristen has a son whose name is Jens Christian. This child is known as Jens 
Christian, the son of Kristen--or Jens Christian Kristensen. He has a son named Mads Christian, the 
son of Jens- -or Mads Christian Jensen. (Our emigrant ancestor) 

2. Anders Pedersen has a daughter who is given the name of Maren. This child becomes known 
as Maren Andersdatter, but she must be shown on all  family group records submitted for processing 
where she appears as a child, and later as a wife, as Maren Andersen. The suffix "datter" in every 
case should be changed to the masculine suffix, namely "sen. " In no instance would she appear as 
Maren Andersdatter. 

This old system has been replaced by the children taking the surname of the father, but in search- 
ing out old records one must still use patronymics to solve family relationships. 

The following chart shows Mads Christian Jensen's parents, 4 grandparents, 8 great grandparents, 
and 6 2nd great grandparents. 



ANCESTRY OF MADS CHRISTIAN JENSEN 

Mads Christian Jense 
B. 4 April 1822 
W. Elling, Hjorring. 

Denmark 

- 

Kristen Nielsen 
B. 7 De c. 1749 
W. Jeslev, Den. A 

D. 9 June 1837 

M May1845 
D. 11 July. 1898 
W. Brigha m City, 

Utah 

- 
Jens. Lauridsen 

, 

A nne Jense n 

Andes Pedesen 

W. Haustrup, D e n  
D. 15 Sept. 1817 
W. Haustrup, D e n  

W. Tars,  Hjorring 
D. 6 March 1867 I 

W. Denmark B. 5 Aug. 1725 
W. Drondeslev 

of Scenbroen, Denmark 

Annie Neilsen 

I W. Haustrup ~ jo r r in$  

I D. 20 March. 1763 
W. Denmark Bur. 1723 

,Jets  Christian Kristeaaen Denmark 

Scenbroen, Denmark 

B. 3 June 1787 
W. Jerslev. D e n  
D. 18 Jan. 1872 
W. Denmark 

1 Maren Christensen 

W. Vesterhide, T a r s  Sogn. Den. 

Christian Nielsen 

W. Denmark Maren Kristenseq 

B. 1746 
W. Denmark 
D. 31 Jan. 1821 
W. Denmark 

W. Tars. HjOrring 
D. 17 Dec. 1829 
w. 

B. abt  1727 
W. Vesterhide. Denmark 

Ma ren Christensen 

. Karen Neilsen 

Kristen Kristensen 

Source: Denmark Jensen 
Family Records 
L D. S. Church Archives 

Sire Kristensen 

. B. abt 1726 
M. 1 June 1741 



The ancestry of Mads Christian Jensen lived in the county of Hjorring and very litt le is known 
a bout them. The following family groups were found by a researcher for Demark Jensen, and the 
Temple work has been done for them. Many more  records are now available in  the Genealogical- 
Library a t  Sal t  Lake City, but one must be able to read Danish before they can be taken out  and 
grouped correctly. That is work for the future t o  be done by the Jensen family. 

Since Hjorring is mainly a dairying and farming area (small farms), i t  is only natural to suppose 
that  these families were farmers. Sometime we may be able to know more about them. 

-1. NIELS JENSEN was born about 1727 and he lived in Jerslev, Hjorring, Denmark. He married 
Anne Jensen who was born 5 August 1725, a t  Vestrg Bronderslev, Hjorring, Denmark, the 
daughter of Jens Lauridsen and Annie Neilsen of Bronderslev. 

Child (NIELSEN) 

-2. i. Kristen Nielsen b. 7 December 1749, Jerskv, Hjorring, Denmark. 
d. 9 June 1837, Jerslev, Hjorring, Denmark  

2 1 - 2. KRISTEN NIELSEN (Niels ) 

b. 7 December 1749, Jerslev, Hjorring, Denmark. 
d. 9 June 1837. Jerslev 

3 1 
He married Sire Kristensen (Kristen ~ r i s t e n s e n ~ ,  Christian Nielsen ) 
B. 1746, Jerslev, Hjorring, Denmark 
D. 3 1  January 1821 

Children 811 born a t  Jerslev, Hjorring. 

1. Ole Kristensen b. 6 June 1776 
ii. Kristen Kristensen b. 24 May 1779 

iii. Anne Kristensen b. 4 February 1781 
iv. Karen Kris tensen B. 23 February 1783 

-3. v. Jens Christian Kristensen b. 3 June 1787. md. Maren Andersen 

3 2 1 - 3. JENS CHRIS TEN KRIS TENSEN (Kristen Nielsen, Niels Jensen ) 

Sop of Kristen Nielsen and Sire Krisknsen was borp 3 June 1787. 
D. 1 8  June 1872 

4 3 1 
He married Maren Andersen (Anders Pedersen, Peder Hendricluen, Smed Hendrick Jensen ) 
b. 20 June 1790, Taars, Hjorring, Denmark. 
d. 6 March 1856-7 Denmark. 

Children 

-11 i. Mads Christian Jensen b. 4 April 1822 Elling, Hjorring, Denmark 
ii. Amelia Jensen b. 17 October 1825 Elling, Hjorring, Denmark 

d. 10 December 1904 
iii. Rasmus Jensen b. abt. 1828 Elling, Hjorring, Denmark 

2 1 - 4. KRISTEN KRISTENSEN (Christen Nielsen ) 

b. abt. 1726. the son of Christen Nielsen and Maren Christensen. 
He married, 1 June 1741, Karen Nielsen. 



Child born a t  Ureilev Sogn. Hjorring, Denmark 

i. Sire Kristensen b. 1746 
d. 31 January 1821. md. Kristen Nielsen 

3 2 1 - 5. ANDERS PEDERSEN (Peder Hendricksen, Smed Hendrick Jensen ) 

b. 17  July 1743, Haustrup, Hjorring, Denmark 
d. 15  September 1817. Haustmp. 

- 6. 
1 

He married Maren christensen2 (Christen Jensen ) 
b. 1752. Taars. Hjorring. Denmaxk 
d. 17 December 1829 

Child born a t  Taars Sogn. Hjorring, Denmark 

i. Maren Andersen b. 20 June 1790. 
d. 6 March 1856. 
Married Jens Christian Kristensen. 

- 7. CHRISTIAN JENSEN 

b. a bt. 1724, of Vesterhide, Hjorring, Denmark. 
He married Karen Jensen, parents unknown, b. abt. 1727 of Vesterhide. 

Children a l l  born a t  Vesterhide. Hjorring, Denmark 

i. 
-6. ii. 

iii. 
iv. 
v. 

vi. 
vi i. 

viii. 
i x. 

Jorgen Christensen 
Maren Christensen 

Elsie Christensen 
Kristen Christensen 
Anne Christensen 
Inger Christensen 
Jens Christensen 
Joha nne Chris tensen 
Christen Christensen 

b. 1751. d. 1804 
b. 1752. d. 15  September 1829 
md. Anders Federsen. 
b. 1755 
b. 22March1757 d. 23January1825 
b. 7 March 1759 d. February 1836 
b. abt. 1762 
b. abt. 1765 
b. 19 September 1768 d. 14 November 1845 
b. abt. 1771 

- 8. PEDER HENDRICKSE$ (Smed Hendrick  ense en') 

b. 20 March 1700, Haustrup. Hjorring. Denmark 
He m r i e d  Maren Christensen of Haustrup. 

Children were a l l  born a t  Haustrup, Hjorring, Denmark 

-5. i. Anders Pedersen b. 17 July 1743. d. 1817 
ii. Henrick Federsen b. 24 May 1747 died young 
iii. Kirsten Federsen b. 26 December 1750 
iv. Jens Pedersen b. 18 June 1752 
v. Henrick Federsen b. 4 February 1754 

vi. Ane Pedersen b. 7 June 1756 

-9. SMEDHENDRICKJENSENofStenbroen,TaarsSop,Hjorring,Denmark. 
Married Johanna. The parents names are unknown, also dates. Children 
lived in Haustrup and were probably born there. 
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Children 

-8. - i. Peder Hendricksen b. 20 March 1700. md. Maren Christensen - 
-9. ii. Jens Hendricksen b. abt. 1720. md, Ane Pouhen 

- 10. iii. Sidsel Hendricksen b. abt. 1724. md. A nders Jorgensen 

From the information here given, one would believe there are perhaps several other children 
in this family. 

-9 JENS HENDRICKSEN, so11 of Smed Hendrick Jensen and Johanna, was born about 1720, and 
lived in Haustrup, Iljorring, Denmark, He married Ane Poulsen, parents and vital dates 
unknown. 

Children were born in Haustrup, Hjorring, Denmark. 

i. Hendrick Jensen b. 15 October 1747 
ii. Metta Jensen b. 30 April 1752 

- 10 SIDSEL HENDRICKSEN, daughter of Smed Hend'nck Jensen and Jahanna, was born about 
1724. She married Anders Jorgensen. b. abt  1722. They lived a t  Felderen in the parish 
of Taars, or Taars Sogn. 

Children were all born a t  Felderen. 

i. Joegen Andersen b. 27 December 1751 
ii. Hendrick Andersen b. 8 September 1753 

iii. Christen Andersen b. 3 August 1755 
iv. Jens Andersen b. 19 September 1756 

The word Sogn means parish. So Taars Sogn or ElIing Sogn, simply means the. parish of Taars 
or the parish of Elling. Amt means county. Like the people of many other lands the Danish people 
also gave names to their homes, or their farms. A parish often is comprised of the town where the 
chapel is located, and several small hamlets or smaller towns where they do not have a chapel. When 
children are taken to the parish for christenings, or when there is a wedding, or a funeral and burial, 
it is recorded in the said parish. If the person lives in one of the outlying hamlets i t  is usually named, 
and when i t  is named i t  makes research easier for people who are unfamiliar with sBid area. However, 
sometimes the name given is the name of the farm, not a village, and one can spend hours trying 
to locate what was believed to have been a village or hamlet  

For example: Haustrup i Taars, Denmark, is not Haustrup in the oounty of Taars, Denmark, but 
is Haustrup in Taars parish, in the county of Hjorring, Denmark. Felderen i Taars Sogn, is either 
a very small town or a home in the parish of Taars, but i t  is in the county of Hjorring. 

From the preceding family groups the only persons known to have left Denmark are Mads C. 
Jensen and his brother Rasmus. Rasmus aided the mobs who attacked the M. C. Jensen home but 
later was assisted by his older brother in coming to America. So far we have been unable to find any . A 

information a bout Rasmus. 

It would be interesting to know more about these ancestors of Mads Christian Jensen and his 
brother Rasmus, and of their descendents in Denmark. Perhaps one of the Jensen family will learn 
to read the Danish language and will gather from the many records of Denmark that have been micro- 
filmed and placed in the Genealogical Library for our use, the names of many of our ancestry. 



Mads C. Jensen's grandson. Isaac Arel Jensen, spent two years in Denmark as a missionary for 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. It was a t  this time that a seed was planted that later 
bore fruit This book is the fruit, for i t  was Arel who gave this work a good start  He appieciated so 
very niiuch the Gospel and the blessings i t  brings it's believers, that he wanted a record of his grand- 
father's descendents. He felt that the Gospel had for a large part, made them what they are. I t  had 
brought them t o  this land of freedom and opened up a new world of opportunities. Homes, vocations, 
education, and the privelege of molr: fully serving God and one's fellow men was theirs, because of 
the faith and integrity of Mads C. Jensen and his good wife Maren. 

Excerpt of letter from Donald Norton. March 4, 1959. 

While touring a t  the close of my mission in 1938. I visited Denmark for about a week, in order 
to accomplish two things. First. I wanted if possible to visit the homeland of my ancestors, and then 
I wanted to add to our genealogical record. This was somewhat ambi t iw , i t  turned out, for I spoke 
no Danish, and had very little time to really accomplish much. 

Through the kindness of the Elders in Hjorring, I was taken to the home of the parish priest, where 
we were allowed to look through the parish records and found the names of Mads Christian Jensen and 
of Jens Christian Christensen. We learned that the latter was a gardener on a vast estate nearby, 
called "Leerbaek". With this information, we went to the estate and received permission to look 
around a bit and to take the photos which are here. I thought perhaps others might wish copies, so 
had some extras made up, with which you may do as you see f i t  

I don't have much information as to the people, and so on for I was a rather inarticulate stranger 
there. I did learn that there is one way you can tell whether or not you are welcome in a Danish 
home.. if you are not offered food, you might as well put on your hat and leave, for you are not 
wanted. We never found anyone who was not extremely kind and cooperative. On the day I visited 
Leerbaek, the Elders and I biked to the coast a t  Fredrickshavn, about twenty-five miles from Hjorring, 
over flat, green countryside. I can't recall any hills on the way, but on the return trip we were 
bucking a rather strong wind that made the going pretty hard. 

This day was the first time I'd been on an ocean beach, and I found it fascinating. I noted in 
my diary the fact that I had seen my first live jellyfish, starfish and crab.  I have some tiny, bright- 
colored shells still tucked away, gathered on Jutland's extreme end. 

Donald Norton 

The following sketch of the life of Mads Christian Jensen was written by his grandson Arel Jensen. 

Source: Sketch -by 
Arel I. Jensen D. D. S. 

A LIFE HISTORY OF MADS CHRISTLAN JENSEN. 

It is with reluctance that I attempt to write a history of my Grandfather. Mads Christian Jensen. 
I feel my inability to do justice to a man that I esteem so highly. I have been unable to find any- 
thing about his boyhood days. I was only six years old when he died, so that I remember him only 
on two or three occasions. The information I here submit is from my own impressions, also from 
things related by my father and others. I have gathered what information was available from the 
Church Historian's Office in Salt Lake City. From the Historian's office 1 obtained informa tion from 
the following: "Scandinavian Mission History 1850-1855, " History of the John E. Forsgren Company, " 
Church Records of the Box Elder Stake. " 



Lerbaek Estate 

These pictures were taken by Donald Norton 
in 1938. Lerbaek is a large estate where 
grandfather Jensen's father, Jens Christian 
Kristensen, was a gardener for many years. 

Entrance to Lerbae k 



I t  is of interest to note that the John E. Fosgren Company was the first company of Saints to 
leave Scandinavia to establish themselves in America. Many years later the King of Denmark had 
erected a memorial honoring the Danes of this company, as they were the first Danish subjects to 
leave thiir homeland, in a single group, for h e  purpose of establishing their homes in America. 

I have tried to give the facts exactly as I have found them I have discovered two or three dis- 
crepancies from my source of information and that which has been handed down through the family. 

Denmark, one of the Scandinavian countries, is located in the northern part of Europe. It is made 
up of a group of islands. Jutland, the largest of the islands, occupies the western part of the Kingdom 
and is bounded on the west by the North Sea. SjaeUand, the second in size, is bounded on the East 
by Ore Sound and the Baltic Sea. Far out in the Baltic and off the southern tip of Sweden is another 
island. Bornholm, thatis also a part of the Danish Kingdom The island Iceland, too, is under 
Danish rule. 

Denmark is a land of rolling hills. Its many small forests and little lakes make it  a land of 
beauty. Its shore lines are dotted with tourist resorts, where people from all  parts of the world vacation 
during the summer months. Its principal industries are agriculture, dairying and fishing. 

In size, Denmark has a total area of 16.576 square miles, or i t  is about one fifth the size of the 
State of Utah. In total population is about 4,000, 000 people. There are not many large cities. 
Copenhagen by far the largest, has about three fourths of a million people. A l l  fair-sized towns have 
their produce and fish markets, where the farmer brings his produce and the fisherman brings his 
catch from the sea. 

Most farms consists of about five acres of land, which occupies the time of most of the members 
of the family. They keep the land well fertilized as i t  must produce sufficient to sustain them. Most 
farmers have no other income. Many of the farmers homes have thatched roofs, while the home in 
the cities have tile roofs. 

There is little known of Denmark before the Viking age (about the 9th and 10th centuries). The 
Danes were seated far beyond thesphere of interest of Roman writers. The Vikings seem to have 
originated from the Scandinavian countries. That these Baltic Warriors first originated from the 
southern countries is inferred in historical data which says. "their ships, the best on the seas, greatly 
resembled those of the Roman Gallies. " 

It is thought probable that the occupation of the Danish islands belongs to the 5th and 6th centuries. 
Denmark was converted to Catholicism in about the tenth century, and in the early part of the six- 
teenth century the Lutheran religion was introduced, and later adopted as the State Church. The 
King must be a Lutheran. 

Although Denmark has been a great power among its neighboring countries it is now one of the least 
in military strength. For centuries she was ruled by an absolute monarch, but now the King is stripped 
of most of his original powers. 

Tne early history of the Danes is uncertain and full of mythology yet there has evolved from this 
little country a sturdy class of people. Wople that follow the life of the sea are naturally a hardy 

type. Likewise the country folk from these northern lands, because of their mode of living, are 
usually a strong, robust people. They are slow to adopt new philosophies. Their education is on a 
lmdium level. Every one is compelled to go to school from six to fourteen years of age. A few people 
from the various communities learn some kind of trade, such as carpentry, masonry, blacksmithing, 
milling, etc. , enough so that the town will have ample tradesmen for their needs. 



If one were to fly over the northern part of Jutland he would see little villages separated by 
rolling hills, little forests, and small lakes. In the village one would see a little church, a store or 
two, a blacksmith shop, a flour mill (called wind mills because their only source of power is from- 
the wind), and what other businesses the village might justify. Out from the villages are found 
numberous small farms with their thatched roof houses built in the shape of a square with a yard in 
the middle. A driveway leading to the yard breaks the continuity of the building. In one section of 
the building is found a cow stable, another the horse stable, another the poultry coop and another the 
family home. During the growing season the land round about is beautiful with the crops of that 
particular farm. You will usually find flowers and a few fruit trees adding to the beauty of the surround- 
ings, and a l l  in orderly nearness. 

One of these little villages, not far from the shores of the Ska garack is called Elling. Here in 
these humble circumstances in the early part of the nineteenth century there lived a family by the name 
of Kristensen. There is not very much known about this family. The father's name was Jens Christian 
Kristensen, and the mother's name was Maren Anderson. The children were Mads Christian, Amelia, 
and Rasmus. 

It would seem fairly safe to assume there was the character of culture and refinement in this home. 
One of the sources of income was that earned by the mother. She taught the art of fancy weaving. I 
a m  not able to find what the vocation was of the father. One might suppose he was a mill-right, only 
because his oldest son followed that vocation. Elling is not a seashore town, so one would assume that 
he was not a fisherman. 

Mads Christian Jensen, the oldest son in this family, was born 4 April 1822, and is the subject of 
this sketch. He was a mill-right by trade but also had strong tendencies toward farming. His father- 
in-law was a miller by trade, which could have been the starting point for Mads € in this vocation. 

Among the students that came to learn fancy weaving from his mother was a little eighteen year 
old girl by the name of Maren Hansen, from Borglum, a village about twenty-five miles from Elling. 
Mads Christian, then a boy of about twenty-two years was very much attracted to this little girl from 
Borglum. Their friendship was mutual and by May of the following year they were happily joined in 
the bonds of matrimony. The wedding took place at the home of Maren's parents. It is evident that 
the young couple lived quite intimately with her folks. Besides being a miller Maren's father owned 
a distillery and seems to have been very well off financially. Soon after the marriage her father 
gave them a comfortable home in the nearby village of Bastholm. 

The records show that Mads Christian Jensen of Bastholm was a mill-right, but there is nothing 
to indicate when he first took up the trade. 

It is interesting to note that Mads Christian's sir-name was Jensen and not Kristensen after his 
father's sir-name. He was known as Mads Christian the son of Jens, or Jens' son, or Jensen. This 
was the method used in Denmark a t  that time. 

While living a t  Bastholm Mads and Maren had five children born to them. The first four came 
in four consecutive years, and then a lapse of nearly two years before the fifth. This little family 
was happy among their relatives and friends until an unusual thing happened to mar this friendship. 

In mid-summer of 1851 two Mormon missionaries stopped a t  this home and preached the principles 
of the Gospel as revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith. Both Mads and Maren believed and on August 
17th of the same year they were baptized, the first converts of Mormonism in that part of Denmark. 
Exactly one year previous to-this time, four missionaries introduced the Mormon religion to the 
Scandinavian countries. The Missionaries were: Apostle Erastus Snow, and Elders John E. Forsgren, 
George P. Dykes, and Peter 0. Hansen, At Copenhagen many people were converted the first year. 



A good-sized branch was organized and soon local men were called and ordainedas missionaries, and 
sent into adjacent localities, to proselyte and organize more branches of the Church. 

- 
Anders W. Winberg was ordained a Priest in the Aaronic Priesthood July 13, 1851 and appointed 

to take charge of the Norre-Sundby Branch, a branch with a bout twenty-five to thirty members. 
Norre-Sundby ison the island of Jutland and is about sixteen English miles south of Bastholm. From 
Norre-Sundby two converts were sent as missionaries into the northern villages. Their names were 
Hans Nielsen and Jens Jorgensen. These are the two missionaries that first came to Bastholm and de- 
livered the glad message to Mads and Maren which was gratefully and whole-heartedly received. The 
Jensens were the first in this section to accept the Gospel, but i t  soon became a fertile field for the 
Elders. The "Morgenstjernen vo l  4, page 159 (Scandinavian L. D. S. Church paper) has this to say 
about this district, "This district, comparatively speaking, has given more noble souls to the Kingdom 
of God than any other province in the whole world. " 

The two new missionaries had only been ordained Teachers, and as i t  is required one holding the 
office of Priest or higher to officiate in the ordinance of baptism, they found it necessary to return to 
Norre-Sundby and find one with higher authority. It fell to the lot of brother Winberg to accompany 
them back to Bastholm. The day following their return, i t  being a Sunday, a meeting was held with 
five in attendance--the three missionaries and two converts. 

In al l  probability the new converts little realized the persecutions and hardships that awaited them. 
They had adopted a strange and unpopular religion, which caused not only their friends but their own 
relatives to turn against them. They endured the scorn of all, and suffered mob violence from many. 
His only brother,at times, led the mob against him. Several years later Mads C. being a forgiving 
and under-standing man, assisted a repentant brother to immigrate to Utah. I have been told that 
Rasmus had also joined the Church. 

Neither Mads Christian's parents, nor his sister Amelia, ever joined the Chruch, or ever left their 
homeland. The only other information I have been able to find about them is their death dates. The 
mother, Maren Andersen Kristensen, died in March 1867. The father, Jens Christian Kristensen, died 
in 1872--the sister, Amelia, died in 1904. 

Mads C. Jensen and his little family suffered severe persecution until December 1852, when they 
took leave of their native land. 

One of the mob incidents re la ted to me by my father I should like to tell. He said, "Father saw 
the mob coming, so he hurriedly helped his wife and children to the cellar, He then braced himself 
against the door, but was able to hold them out only a short time. Soon they broke the door in and 
began their fiendish attack. They picked up chairs and beat him. His furniture was broken to bits. 
Then with their fists they smashed the windows. Some received cuts from the broken glass and as the 
blood oozed out they would daub the walls with it. While this was going on his wife and children 
escaped through a cellar window and found safety with a friendly neighbor. He was finally able to 
make his escape and hid in the grainfield nearby. " 

Forty years later when his son, Christian M (Uncle Crane as he was affectionately called) was on 
a mission to Denmark he related at  a public meeting the conversion and persecutions of his father. 
While he was speaking he noticed an old gentlemen in the audience crying. After the meeting the 
elderly man came up to Uncle Crane and said, "I was one of the mob and I participated in the per- 
secutions you have been telling about. " 

.By November 5, 1852 Mads Christian had disposed of the last of his belongings and with his little 
family bade farewell to relatives and their one- time friends of Bastholm, never again to re turn. They 
journeyed first to Copenhagen where the Saints were gathering from all  parts of the Scandianavian 
countries. 
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Elder John E. Forsgren was busy making arrangements for the gathering Saints to leave for 
America. He showed good leadership in organizing such an undertaking. By December 20th he 
formed the company which bears his name. In the company there were 199 adults, 70 children and 
19 infants. After ascertaining the number in the company he entered into a contract with a Mr. 
Morris & Co. to transport the company from Copenhagen to St. Louis, Missouri, for the price of 52 
rigsdaler for each adult, 8 rigsdaler for each child under twelve, and those under one year were to 
ride free. Each person was allowed 200 lbs. of luggage. It is interesting to note that $8240. 00 was 
sent in advance to a Mr. Isaac Haight to purchase horses, cattle and provisions, with the understading 
that they should be in readiness at  the frontier when the company arrived at  that point in their journey. 

This, unquestionably, was an excited group of people--thrilled a t  the thought of going to Zion, 
and heartaches a t  leaving home and relatives. Just before leaving, the baby daughter of Mads C. 
Jensen and wife died, so as they left their native land their hearts were doubly heavy. 

The little company of almost 300 souls left Copenhagen the 20th of December a board a small 
ship named the "Obetrit". Their course was south through the Baltic Sea to Keil, Germany. The 
sea was rough and many were seasick. They arrived a t  Keil in the evening of December 22nd. On 
the 23rd they left Keil by railroad, arriving the same day at  Altona, Germany. A ltona is very close 
to Hamburg--could perhaps be called a suburb. The next day they sailed on the steamship "Lion" 
for Hull, England. This turned out to be the most hazardous part of their journey. Several times 
during the next four days the anchor was dropped because of fog and storms. It was on this part of 
the trip that Mads. C. Jensen's anxiety for the safety of his wife reached a high point of endurance. 
For hours he was unable to find her. Sailors told him they had seen a seasick woman leaning over 
the rail and feared she had been washed overboard. The ships cook had also seen her and taken her 
to the kitchen, where her husband found her the next morning after having searched for her a l l  night 
in vain. Upon their arrival a t  Hull, the 28th of December, the captain of the ship said, "The like 
of such a storm I have never before experienced. " They were told a t  Hull how fortunate they were 
to have reached port, as many ships had been lost during the storm. It seems that Satan wanted to 
destroy this people and prevent their building up of Zion, but the Lord was with them. 

At noon on the 29th of December they left Hull by railroad for Liverpool, England, and arrived 
there the same evening. Two days later, they boarded a large strong ship, named "Forrest Monarch". 
This ship was scheduled to carry them to New Orleans, La. For some unknown reason to the Saints, 
the ship did not set sail for America until January 16, 1853, but the Scandinavian company made the 
ship their home during this time. During these sixteen days meetings were held most every day, 
four couples of their group were married, the third death since leaving Copenhagen occured, and two 
babies were born. Included in the Company's organization were captains who had been appointed to 
supervise the various responsibilities. Mads C. Jensen was appointed one of the captains to supervise 
the distribution of food. 

About noon of the 16th as the gang-plank was pulled up, two steam tugboats hitched on and for 
four hours pulled them through waters that led to the mighty Atlantic. From here on the "Forrest 
Monarch" was on its own power. The day was cold and stormy, but'all except eight were in good 
health. It must be remembered that in this group were people of all ages- -infants to old people. 
One of the deaths while waiting a t  Liverpool was that of a man 82 1/2 years old. The trip across 
the Atlantic and through the Gulf of Mexico from the time they left Liverpool until they reached 
the mouth of the Mississippi River took from January 16th to March 7th. Much of the time the 
weather was favorable and quite warm, however they had their stormy and disagreeable days too. 
They pursued a southerly course. (This route from Liverpool through the West Indies can be found in 
some of the older m a p ,  and was used a great deal by the sailing vessels during the winter months) 
The records kept on'this trip tell us that a bout the middle of February they were in the region of the 
West Indies. Their food and water supplies were beginning to get low and there were some shortages 
which caused some suffering for the rest of the journey. Several deaths occurred, the first of which 
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was on February 7th. when Paul Poulsen died and was buried a t  sea. Meetings were held most every 
day a t  which Mads C. Jensen took his turn a t  speaking. A harmonious feeling prevailed most of the 
time among this lit t le group of saints. However, according to the meet ing held on Sunday, February 
13th their differences were brought to  the surface. I t  would seem they were extremely o r t h i o x  i n  their 
new faith. Everyone was expected to  attend church and i n  a l l  other ways live strictly in  accordance 
with every principle of their new religion. A t  this particular meet ing a brother Holzhansen was 
excommunicated from the Church. The complaint against h im was that  he  had broken the laws of 
God and never came to meeting. He had turned to worldly ways and would not  turn therefrom. 

After disposing of the Holzhansen case, complaints were brought against a Bro. Andersen and his 
wife. The complaint was that  they were not living as  they should and that  they were not united. 
Brother Christiansen and Brother Forsgren then talked t o  the Andersens -asked them if they would repent 
and i f  Bro. Andersen would conduct himself according to his calling and nothing more. Brother and 
Sister Andersen both stood and asked forgiveness and asked the members to  pray for them. Throughout 
their journey, occasionally, some one would arise and ask forgiveness, admit t ing their faults and 
asking for understanding and help in  overcoming them. Any couple asking to be married must first 
obtain approval by the whole assemblage. 

Their ship was in  sight of Jamaica from February 23rd to  the 25th. They a l l  seemed happiest when 
there was a good wind because they could sail  so much faster. After passing the West Indies their 
voyage was quite uneventful until the morning of March the 7th. This was a glorious morning for them 
as their eyes beheld the first glimpse of America. Later in  the day they reached the Mississippi River 
and sailed up it until  about four o'clock in the afternoon, when they dropped anchor. Shortly after 
dropping anchor John E. Forsgren went ashore to  put in order the necessary preparations for the rest of 
the journey. That  same evening a sister Jorgensen died. The following morning a casket was made 
and in the afternoon she was taken ashore and buried on a lit t le island where there were many tree 
stumps and a lit t le light house. Many of the company went ashore, this being their first chance t o  set  
foot on American soil. 

The ship remained a t  anchor here for several days, during which t ime several deaths occured. On 
March 11th a Petersen child died, on the 12th a sister Christensen died, and on the 13th Brother Ipsen 
died. At  about 1 A. M. March 14th, Jens Christian, the lit t le son of Mads and Maren Jensen died. 
. The Journal says, "and the body was buried. " Family tradition has i t  that  Jens Christian was buried 
in the Gulf of Mexico, but the Forsgren Company Journal places i t  on an island in the mouth of the 
Mississippi River. 

The following quotation is taken from the Journal for March 15, 16, and 17, as i t  gives their 
first impression of the land of America. "March 15th. We again got under way, towed by two tugboats, 
and continued until  la te  forenoon when the tugboats lef t  us. In the afternoon we got under say towed 
by one tugboat. The first house we saw was one in which two black men lived. The house was built 
on poles, and outside of i t  was a sort of house which could float on water. We saw this on the right 
hand side; on the lef t  side was a light house and farther in  were several buildings. We sailed up the 
river, which was so wide that four large ships could sai l  side by side. Trees could be seen on the banks 
of the river. 

March 16th. We saw many small  buildings. I heard the birds singing, and i t  seemed just like 
spring. There were fields of beets just as in  Denmark; and the treeslooked just as they do in the 
spring. The banks of the river were covered with driftwood; but everything looked full of life and very 
good. There were white people who lived i n  these places; and I saw children who were Mack. There 
were both men and women who were black. Many small  beautiful buildings were built on poles, and 
we passed by a church. There were many animals, and in one place I saw some people driving i n  a 
closed-in wagon. On the lef t  side there was a factory, and elsewhere the ear th was cultivated. In one 
place they were plowing with four oxen hooked together. 



March 17th. This forenoon about 10:30 we arrived in New Orleans. I was up in the bow with 
Elder John E. Forsgren and several others, and bread was purchased for the brethern and sisters. In the 
evening a child of Brother Christian Ipsen C. Munk died. A meeting was held this morning, in which 
Elder John E. F-orsgren talked to the brethern and sisters, and warned them against going up in the town, 
as there were many ungodly people there and i t  was the worst place they could go. After this counsel, 
he advised them to give Mr. Denziger a gift. Elder Christiansen, and H. J. Christensen, and N. 
Mkkelsen spoke.   he latter said he wished to re turn good for evil, and he wished to give him a gift. 
It was unamiously agreed to give him twelve American dollars. The meeting was closed with prayer 
by Elder Forsgren". 

At New Orleans the company was transferred to a steam ship and about 4 o'clock on March 19th 
they sailed for St. Louis. W. Andersen and his wife left the company at New Orleans, The company 
arrived at St. Louis, March 29th. 

The day following their arrival at St. Louis the company left the ship and went to a camp that had 
been prepared for them in the city of St. Louis. This ended the contracted journey between Elder 
Forsgren and Mr. Morris and company. 

The company remained in St. Louis until April 21, when 135 of them left for Keokuk, Iowa. The 
remainder of the company left for Keokuk on April 30. From April 30 to May 19 the entire company 
was busy making ready for the long trip across the plains. To get the cattle and wagons ready and load 
the wagons with provisions was no small task. The company was again organized with John E. Forsgren 
unanimously reelected as President of the entire company. Elder Chr. Christiansen was unanimously 
elected president over fifty wagons, and the following as Captains over ten each. H. J. Christensen, 
father Christiansen, Lars Alexander Justesen, and Mads Christian Jensen. Elder Forsgren thanked them 
for their choice of captains--said i t  was just as God would have had it. 

Rigid rules must continue to prevail. Elder Forsgren said, "anyone founddrunk would be cut off 
the Church. " At Keokuk there was also an English camp and the Saints from the two camps visited 
back and forth. Also, at  this camp Elder John E. Forsgren officiated in the marriage of his brother 
Peter Adolph Forsgren and Kirsten Knudsen. This is the same Peter A. Forsgren who later moved to 
Brigham City and was lifelong friend of Mads C. Jensen. 

By May 19th al l  preparations for the ox team journey to Salt Lake City had been completed and at 
the command of the captains they started forward. John E. Forsgren, the president, was the only one of 
the entire company who had experienced such a journey as the one they were starting upon. It wi l l  be 
remembered he was one of the Mormon Battalion that marched from Council Bluffs to California and 
from California to Salt Lake City. Then following his call to the Scandinavian Mission he trekked very 
rmch the same route he was now leading his little group of emigrants to Zion. 

The evening of their first day found them ten miles west of the Keokuk Camp. They made poor 
time th8 first part of their journey. Some days they advanced as little as three to five miles. They 
were from May 19th to June 25th in traveling from Keokuk to Council Bluffs. They remained a t  the 
latter place for several days making necessary repairs and adding new provisions to their stores. Re- 
garding their trip thus far the citizens of Iowa had made handsome offers to some of them if they would 
remain there and work, but the leaders counselled all to ignore such offers even though a little ready 
cash in the pocket would have been a fine thing at  this time. One of the leaders reminded them that 
they could just as well have stayed in Denmark as to stop short of their coveted goal. However, a man 
by the name of Jorgen Nielsen and his wife yielded to the temptation. They said they were dissatisfied 
with the company-- tha t there were liars and slanderers among them. Action was taken against them 
resulting in their excommunication. They remained at  Kanesville, and several head of oxen were left 
with them as their equity in the company. After the company had gone on Mr. Nie-lsen got out an in- 
junction against Elder Forsgren. The sheriff came to Council Bluffs and arrested him, and returned him 
to Kanesville, where he had to pay an additional $30. 00 in cash. 

18 



It was about July l l t h ,  before the company got  under way again. The journal tells us that i t  was 
on that  day that  Captain Mads C. Jensen and his company and H. J. Christensen and his wagons were 
appointed to  go ahead and build a bridge over the Elkhorn River. By the end  of the week they were - 
well on-their way on the outskirts of the prairie with the Elkhorn behind t h e m  

On July 20th the company reached Loup Fork, a branch of the Pla tte Rive, and were ferried across 
a t  no c o s t  They were now making fairly good t ime e a c h  day. 

About noon on July 24th. Maren, the wife of Mads C. Jensen gave- birth to  a son, whom they 
named Denmark  Maren and the new baby were made comfortable i n  the wagon box of her  husbands 
wagon Before the baby was one day old another five miles had been traveled. Practically every 
day  a few miles were added. There was considerable rain and for weeks they traveled along the 
Platte and it's tributaries. They had sandy roads much of the way so that mud didn't become one of 
their problems. The sand was deep  in places which made hard pulling. There is  n o  mention of 
encountering Indians until  August 10th. Tha t  morning about sixty of the red men visited them and 
were given something t o  e a t  

Meetings were held often and t imely  counsel given. Elder Forsgren warned them as to what they 
might expect  to  find in  their new home they would make in the valleys of the mountains. Some bad 
is always found i n  the good, even  among people. He said some of the women there will  seem like 
angels t o  you. He advised them to be loyal to their captains during the entire journey, and should 
not try to  t e l l  them what t o  do. He told them they were not to go hunting without first letting the 
captains know where they were going. On August 16th they reached Scotts Bluff, which is on the 
western boundary of Nebraska, thus they were from July l l t h  until  August 16th crossing the state of 
Nebraska. They had not traveled far into Wyoming until  the nights became colder, indicating that  
Fal l  would soon be with them. They reached Fort Bridger on September 20; and about the 23rd they 
reached the Utah line, thus they were from August 16th t o  September 23rd crossing the state of 
Wyoming. 

About one week after reaching the Utah line they arrived in the great Sal t  Lake Valley. The 
e x a c t  t ime of their arrival was Friday evening, September 30, 1852. Thus ended a long hard journey 
which took ten months and twenty-five days from the t ime they le f t the i r  home in Bastholm, Denmark, 
until  they reached Sa l t  Lake City. This ends the Journal of the John E. Forsgren Company. 

Unquestionably they were a l l  happy t o  reach their new home in the Valley of the Mountains. 
Some, and probably most of them, were assigned t o  make their homes i n  out-lying regions from 
Sal t  Lake. 

How long Mads C. Jensen remained in Sa l t  Lake is not known, but family his tory says he moved 
to Kaysville that  same fall, where he  worked building a flour mi l l  for a Brother WineL Their home 
was a dugout but they were warm and happy in it The first four years h e  was in  the Valley we find 
he  was engaged in mil l ing in the following places: Ka ysville, Sal t  Lake City, Weber, and Ogden. 
(For details see life history of Maren Hansen Jensen) 

When Johnston's army threatened the safety of the Saints, Mads C. Jensen was called t o  Echo 
Canyon to he lp  keep back the army. 

While living in Ogden Mads C. married as a second wife, Gertrude k t e r s e n  Kjer, widow of 
Christina Kjer. Christian Kjer and his two litt le sons died enroute to Utah, leaving Gertrude and hef 
l i t t le girl, Anne Marie, alone in  the world. 

Two children were born into the Jensen home i n  Ogden. A daughter Sarah, was born t o  the first 
wife Maren, and a son Christian M. was born to  Gertrude. 
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D ocument of Citizenship 

DECLARATION OF INTENTION, 
To-Beicome a aitiz&~a o f  the United States. 

............ do declare, on oath, 

States of ' ~ m e r i c a ,  and to renounce and abjure forever, all allegiance 

C u t  in and for the Territory of Utah. ....................................................................... 
-*- 

a true co ST of he Original Declaration of certify that t h a  
Intention of ......... && .......... . . . ~ ? . . 5 ~ ; ; . . . . . t ~  become a 

Citizen of the United States of America, remaining on record in 

JN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have here- 



The pictaw above i s  the old John Taylor Mill ,  or 
she Weber  Mill ,  which M. 6. Jensen operated be- 
fore moving to Brigharn City in 1857. This build- 
ing still stands a t  Riverside, south of  Ogden. Only 
the first floor is of the oriainal building. 

The above is a picture of the Bastholm Mil t ,  which 
M. C. Jensea operated prior to emigrating to Amer- 
ica in 11152. There is a dim outline of hrs home a t  

the left'side of the mill. The person a t  the extreme 
sight is Wilford Wilde. The second to the right is 
John C. Jensen, son of M. C. Jensen. Both Wilford 
and John were serving as  missionaries. 

The above i s  a picture of the first rnlll which hL 
C. Jensen operated a t  Brigham City. T h e  bnrld - 
ing still stands and is owned by the John H. Bott 
family. For many years it has been headquarters 
fat the Bott Monument Co. 

The above is the Jensen Brothers Milling and Elevator Company, built by the 
children of M. C. Jensen. It is still operated by the Rees Brorhers, grand - 
sons of M. C. lensen. 



In 1857 Mads C. Jensen was called by President Lorenzo Snow to move to Brigham City and 
manage a flour mill. (Lorenzo Snow was President of the Box Elder Stake a t  this time). He obeyed 
this call and Brigham City remained his home for the rest of his life. He was one of the stalwarts in 
establishing and building up this community. He took an active part in both civic and religious 
affairs. As the land round about was covered with sage brush and willows, he and his boys in the 
course of a few years, grubbed and made productive several pieces of property. I can find no record 
of how long he remained actively engaged in the flour mill. My father, Isaac, who was born in 1865, 
learned the milling trade from his father, so we must assume that Mads C. Jensen was an active 
miller for many years of his life. His farm land furnished employment for his big family of boys. 

In February 1858 he married his third wife, Elsie Marie Olsen, and in February 1862 he married 
his fourth wife, Aurora Mariager. He was the father of thirty-two children--14 by his first wife-- 
7 by his second wife--6 by his third wife--and five by his fouah wife. Six of Maren's children died in 
infancy or early childhood, and one was killed by the Indians a t  the age of nineteen years. One of 
Gertrude's children died in early childhood. Four of Elsie Marie's children died in infancy or early 
childhood, and four of Aurora's babies died in infancy. Of Mads C. Jensen's thirty-two children, 
sixteen lived to raise families of their own. Besides these, Anne Marie, the little girl that came to 
Zion with her mother Gertrude, was adopted into the family and was a loved member of this large 
family, making seventeen children that left posterity. These seventeen children were very dear to 
each other. They were taught by their parents from early childhood never to consider one another as 
half brothers and half-sisters and that is the way they lived, as real brothers and sisters. 

Mads C. Jensen was a man of few words, but when he spoke his thoughts were well grounded. He 
did not seek position but did prepare himself for any call that might be made of him. He served on 
the first High Council in Box Elder Stake. Box Elder records show that he was ordained a High Priest 
and set apart as a High Councilman by Apostle Lorenzo Snow, Sept. 9, 1877. He had been sustained 
for this position August 19th a t  a meeting where Resident Brigham Young presided. This was the 
occasion of President Young's last public appearance--he died a few days later in Salt Lake City. 

I have been unable to find record of any other positions held by Mads C .  Jensen than those 
mntioned. It can truly be said of Grandfather that he was a man that minded his own business. No- 
where have I found him complaining of others, and nowhere have I found where he was taken to task 
by his neighbors or those who presided over him. He had full faith in the Authorities of the Church 
and 6nflinchingly did their bidding to the best of his ability. He honored and respected the Civil 
authorities. When people a bused him he did not seek revenge, but he handled the situation so tact- 
fully that in most instances they suffered from their own chagrin. 

Following the counsel of his church leaders he married into polygamy fully conscious of the 
consequences that might follow. When the U. S. Marshalls were hunting down the polygamists he 
made no effort to hide from them. At the time he was arrested the marshal1 found him working a t  
his mill. At his request they took him to his home first where he shaved off his mustache and beard 
and made himself ready for the penitentiary. They took him to Ogden for trial, Non-members were 
subpoenaed as witnesses, whom i t  was thought would condemn him. His hearing was a short one. 
His witnesses regarded him highly and their testimonies acquitted him, much to the surprise of him- 
self and family. He was never again molested by the U. S. Marshalls. 

I remember while working for William Gardner, (one of the non-members of the Church in 
Brighamcity), of his telling me what a fine man my grandfather was. Iremember particularlyhis 
saying, " If there was ever a man that lived polygamy right, it was your grandfather. " 

Mads C. Jensen was a naturally religious man. I think he would be classed as an orthodox man. 
With him a thing was right, or i t  was wrong. What was worth doing a t  al l  was worth doing well. 
To him a good deed done is sure of its reward. On the other hand, evil has its day of reckoning. 



Laughter and merriment was good for man, but serious moments were of more worth. Under strict 
discipline he raised his children and I a m  sure some of the older grandchildren too, tasted of his 
discipline. I was only six years old when he  died, but I remember when he  punished Emery Reese and 
I with his cane. We had borrowed a wooden hammer from h i m  and failed t o  return it whenwe had 
promised we would. He used his cane t o  remind us t o  keep a promise. 

Uncle Elias, his youngest son, told m e  one of his experiences that  I think worth repeating. He 
related it this way. "I went with father to  get some wheat that  he had purchased. The man from whom 
father had bought the wheat gave Father the key t o  his grainary, and told h i m  there was a half-bushel 
container t o  measure out the w h e a t  As we proceeded to f i l l  our sacks, father would scoop up the 
wheat with the half-bushel container, but before emptying into the sack he  would run a straight edge 
across the top and then scoop out a double handful. When I asked h im why he scooped out the double 
handful he said. "the man  showed his trust in  us by giving us the key to his grainary, we must be sure 
that  we don't take more than we pay for. " 

For a number of years Grandfather and his four wives and children lived in the same house. I 
heard m y  father say that  h e  had never heard a quarrel between his father and his'father's wives. True, 
their personalities were different but they learned toyield personal feelings for the sake of harmony 
and family unity. I a m  sure there must have been times when this was hard to  do, but the wives 
learned to love e a c h  other as true sisters. Each had a motherly feeling for the other's children. There 
are  many living today, myself included, that  remember three of the wives and their children. We 
a l l  know the above to be true, for we have seen it. I used t o  love t o  go  to Aunt Gertrude's and to 
Aunt Mary's (Elsie Marie) as well  as  to  m y  own Grandmother's because they were a l l  so good t o  me. 

I want to  tell one more incident that  was related to  m e  by Uncle Crane. He said that while he 
was on his mission t o  Denmark he  visited Grandmother Maren's brother. When he told the elderly 
gentleman that  he  was Mads Christian Jensen's son by a second wife h e  said, "I should think Maren 
and her children would hate  you. " When Uncle Crane explained to h im the true conditions in his 
Father's family, the old gentleman shook his head and said, "It is more than 1 can understand. " 

The fourth wife, Aurora, died as a young woman. She had had five children, four of whom pre- 
ceded her in  death. Maren took Hyrum, Aurora's only living child, and raised h i m  as her own. Uncle 
Hyrum is now past 80 years of age. The last t ime 1 visited with h im in his home, he pointed to Maren's 
picture hanging on the wall and said, "a finer woman never lived than m y  foster mother. If there 
was any favoritism shown 1 always felt  i t  was in  my favor. I have heard her say to father and the 
children when I was about to be punished, "be careful now--remember he is a poor lit t le boy that has 
lost his mother. " 

After a t ime Grandfather secured a home for e a c h  of his three wives. Maren kept the original 
home which still  stands on 3rd East and 2nd North, Uncle Hyrum owns and s t i l l  lives in i t  Aunt 
Gertrude had her home in Mantua. It  was a lit t le red house but was tom down some t ime ago. Aunt 
Mary had a little adobe house on 2nd East and 3rd North. 

Four of Grandfather's daughters, Maren, Sarah, Amelia and Emma, also married into polygamy. 
They, like their parents, had a hard, trying life, but I have never heard one of them complain or 
say they would have had it otherwise. 

To  have lived under the circumstances which Grandfather and his families lived required resource- 
fulness, organization, and strict disciplining. I think it is characteristic of Danish men t o  be strict 
and stand a t  the head of their household, especially so of the older generations. I say this advisedly 
after living two years in  Denmark  I also think this characteristic was greatly tempered in Grandfather's 
life through the teachings of the Gospel and the sweet congeniality of his wives and children. 



In the later years of his life Grandfather was unable to do much work, but he was never confined 
to his bed. He always managed to have a few chores to do and was able to do them himself right up 
to the last. - - 

Early in the evening of July 11, 1898, while Zera Wilde and I were playing in front of Grand- 
father's home we saw people gathering on the corner down the street. We were curious as to what 
occasioned the gathering and ran down the street to see what had happened. We were horrified to 
learn that our Grandfather had fallen dead on the street corner. He was carrying an armful of alfalfa 
to feed his pig, and it served as a pillow for him to rest upon. Thus ended the earthly life of Mads 
C. Jensen at  the age of seventy-seven years. He did not leave his family a great deal of material 
wealth, but he did leave them his good name. It can be said truly of him that his efforts were great 
so that his posterity might enjoy a fullness of life. He was buried in the family plot in the Brigham 
City Cemetery. 

By Are1 I. Jensen, grandson 

The Telegram President Lorenzo Snow sent to the Jensen family when he heard of Grand father's 
death is as follows: (President Rudger Clawson informed President Snow of M. C. Jensen's death and 
President Snow sent the following telegram. ) 

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH. JULY 14, 1898. 

PRESIDENT RUDGAR CLA WSON. PLEASE SAY TO THE FAMILY, A 

MORE HONORA BLE FA ITHFUL AND CONSCIENCIOUS MAN NEVER 

LIVED THAN MY OLD AND TRIED FRIEND, M. C. JENSEN. 

REGRET I CANNOT A TTEND FUNERAL. 

LORENZO SNOW. 
(Telegram copy sent in by Parley P. Jensen) 

In the Box Elder County Courthouse a t  Brigham City were found the last will of Mads C. Jensen 
and other entries pertaining to his holdings and transfer of properties. It is interesting to see how this 
m n  came to a strange land and was required to learn a new language, yet in a matter of a few years 
we find him to be a man of consequence in his community. He provided the necessities of life for 
his large families, owned several parcels of land, held capital stock in Brigham City Roller Mills 
Company and the Brigham City Woolen Mills Company, and from his savings was able to make loans, 
taking mortgages as security. 

The following entries copied from the County Recorders Office are not given in derail here but 
are summarized. 

Book G--pg. 361-2 

Two acres in Mantua were granted to Mads C. Jensen by probate judge, John D. Burt, according 
to an Act of Congress entitled, an Act for the relief of the inhabitants of cities and towns upon the 
Public Lands, approved March 2, 1867, and in the consideration of the sum of twenty dollars paid by 
M C. Jensen, grant was approved Feb. 17, 1869, to M. C. Jensen. Deed was given upon receipt of 
$20. 00, 21 June 1882. 



Book G--pg. 96 

Grant approved of two acres between 3rd and 4th East and lst and 2nd North, in consideration of the 
sum of $5. 00 paid by M. C. Jensen of Brigham City, county of Box Elder, Territory of Utah, l f ~ e b r u a r ~  
1869. Deed was recorded--17th day of May 1870. Signed and sealed by Chester Loveland, Majet. 

Book K--pg. 31 

November 15, 1887, Mads C. Jensen and wife Maren, conv~yad 5 acres in west Brigham and all 
thereon, and 1- 1/4 acres 2nd East and 3rd North, to Mary Olsen Jensen. Recorded by John D. Fe ters, 
Probate Judge. 

Book K--pg. .93' 

April 21, 1888, M. C. Jensen purchased 3-1/2 acres just west of the Sugar Factory on 6th North, 
from Edward Faulkner and wife Jane, for the consideration of $200,00, Recorded by John Burrows, 
County Recorder. 

July 3, 1888. This indenture made the third day of July in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and eighty eight. Between Brigham City flouring mill Co. a corporation within the County of Box 
Elder and the Territory of Utah, party of the first part and M. C. Jensen of the same place the party of the :: 
second part. 

Witnesseth that the said party of the first part for and in consideration of the sum of $25. 00 lawful 
m n e y  of the United States of America to i t  in hand paid by the said party of the second part the receipt 
whereof is hereby acknowledged has granted, bargained, sold, aliened, remised, released, conveyed 
and confirmed and by these presents does grant, bargain, sell, alien, remise, release, convey and con- 
firm unto the party of the second part and to his heirs and assigns forever that certain piece or parcel of 
land situate in the County of Box Elder and Territory of Utah bounded and described as follows, to wit, 
al l  of the North half of lots 6 and 7 block 32 Plat "A" Brigham City Survey situate in  Section:l3 Town- 
ship 9 North of Range 2 West Salt Lake Meridian in  al l  1/2 acre. Together with a l l  and singular the 
tenements, hereditaments, and appurtenances thereunto beloqging or in any wise appertaining and the 
rents, issues, and profits thereof and also all the estate, right, title, interest, property, possession, claim 
and demand, whatsoever as well i n  law as in equity, of the said party of the first part of, in or to said 
premises and every part and parcel thereof with the appurtenances. 

To have and to hold al l  and singular the said premises together with the appurtencances unto the 
said party of the second part and to his heirs and assigns forever. And the said party of the first part and 
its heirs the said premises in the quiet and peaceable possessions of the said party of the second part, his 
heirs, and assigns, against the siad party of first part and its heirs and against any and all  persons whom- 
soever lawfully claiming or to claim the same, shall and will warrant and by these presents forever defend. 

In witness whereof the said party of the first part has hereunto set corporate name and seal the day 
and year first above written. 

Signed sealed and delivered in the presence of 

B r i g h a m  C i t y  
J o n a h  M a t h i a s  F l o u r i n g  M i l l  

C 0. 

Lorenzo Snow 
P. F. Madson 

Seal 
Seal 



Mds Christian Jensen's Will. Filed September 21, 1898. George W. Watkins, Clerk 

Recorded in Book 4. page 462. 
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This property is the lot where Isassc H. Jensen had his home, now known as the Simmons pro- 

perty. 

- 
The wilI on the following page is written in Mads C. Jensen's own hand. It is interesting to note 

the Danish Mritten in with the English. Following the copy of the will is a certified copy of the Decree 
of Settlement of Account and Final Distribution. These documents with others pertaining thereto, 
are filed in the County Clerks Office, Box Elder County Courthouse, Brigham City, Utah. 

On the cover the following statement is made: 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF MADS CHRISTIAN JENSEN, deceased 

DECREE OF SETTLEMENT OF 

ACCOUNT 

FILED June 1 " 1899 

Geo. S. G r a e h l ,  Clerk 

By Geo. W. Watkins, Deputy Clerk 

Recorded Book 4 page 571 

Following is the Decree of Settlement of Account and Final Distribution of the Last Will and 
Testament of Mads Christian Jensen. 

- 
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT, PROBATE DIVISION, 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF BOX ELDER, UTAH 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF : 

DECREE OF SETTLEMENT OF ACCOUNT 

MADS CHRISTIAN JENSEN, 

Deceased. 
AND FINAL DISTRIBUTION 

C. M. Jensen and Isaac H. Jensen, the executors of the last will and testament of MADS CHRIST- 
IAN JENSEN, deceased, having on the 22nd day of May, A. D. 1899, rendered and filed herein a full 
account and report of their administration of said estate, which account was for a final settlement, . 
and having with said account filed a petition for the final distribution of the estate; 

And said account and petition this day coming on regularly to be heard, and proof having been 
to the satisfaction of the Court that al l  of the heirs of said Mads Christian Jensen and the devisees 
under his said will have signed a petition and request and agreement that notice of the settlement of 
said account and hearing of said petition be dispensed with and that no attorney be appointed to 
represent them or either of them in the said final account of the settlement thereof or in the petition 
for distribution, and they and each of them having made their appearance, and acknowledged notice 
of the said settlement of final account and hearing of said petition as set forth in said petition which 
is hereunto attached and made a part of this decree. 

And it appearing that said account is in al l  respects true and correct and that i t  is supported by 
proper vouchers; that the residue of money and property in the hands of the said executors a t  the time 



of filing said account was $2684.63; that since the rendirion of said account no money has been 
received or collected by the said executors. or anyone act ing in their said behalf; that  the sum of 
$ 223.70 has been expended by them as necessary expenses of administration, the vouchers whereof. 
together with a s tatement  of such necessary disbursments, are .nowpresented and $$ filed, a i d  said 
statement is now settled and allowed, and the payments are  approved by this court; that the estimated 
expenses of closing the estate wil l  amount to  $20. 00 leaving a residue of $ 2664. 6 3  as shown by the 
said final account and inventory filed in  the said estate and as hereinafter se t  forth in  the final distri- 
bution. 

And it appearing that  a l l  claims and debts against the said d e e d r p ,  a l l  taxes on said estate, and 
a l l  debts, expenses and charges of administration have been fully paid and discharged, and that said 
estate is now ready for distribution and in condition to  be closed. 

That  said Mads Christian Jensen died testate in  the ci ty  of Brigham, County of Box Elder, State  
of Utah on the 11th. d a y  of July, 1898, leaving surviving him, who are devisees under the said will, 
and who are the heirs a t  law, the following, to-wit: Marian Hansen Jensen, widow of said deceased, 
and Gertrude Jensen, Mary 0. Jensen. Marian Jensen Norton. Denmark Jensen. Sarah J. Wilde, Rebecca 
J. Lindsay, Isaac H. Jensen. Martha J. Reese, Lena J. Alvord. Hyrum S. Jensen. Mariah K. J. Wick- 
ham, C. M. Jensen. Mads Peter Jensen, Emma J. Rasmussen, Twentena J. Larsen, Jonathan C. 
Jensen, Lorenzo S. Jensen, Elias C. Jensen wives and children of said deceased and the following 
who are the issue of Amelia J. Anderson, deceased daughter of Mads Christian Jensen, deceased, 
to-wit; Lorenzo Anderson, Christian Anderson. Emma Anderson, Lehi Anderson. Aurora Anderson, 
Irvine Anderson and Cyrus a Anderson. who are entitled t o  the said residue as hereinafter distributed 
and set  forth according t o  the terms of the said will and the agreement of the said heirs on file herein 
and which is made a part of the said decree. 

It  is further ordered adjudged and decreed that the final account of the said C. M. Jensen and 
Isaac H. Jensen, executors, be and the same are settled, allowed and approved, and that  the residue 
of said estate hereinafter particularly described and any other property, not now known or discovered, 
which may belong to said estate, or in  which the said estate may  have any interest, be and the same is 
hereby distributed, as follows: 

T o  Marian Hansen Jensen one share of the capitol stock i n  the Brigham City Roller Mills Company. 
Also forty-four and forty-four hundredths (44.44) shares of the capi tal  stock of the Brigham 

City Woolen Mills Company. 
Also Lots five and eight  (5 and 8), Block thirty-two (32), Plat A. Brigham City, survey. 
T o  Gertrude Jensen on share of the capi tal  stock in the Brigham Ci ty  Roller Mills Company. 
Also forty-four and forty-four hundredths (44. 44) shares of the Capitol  stock of the Brigham 

City Woolen Mills Company. 
Also Lot one ( 1 )  in  Block (15) fifteen, Plat A Mantua Survey and being situated in  the S. W. 1/4, 

Sec. 22, Tp. 9, N. R. 1 W. Box Elder County, Utah, Sa l t  Lake Meridian. 
T o  Mary 0. Jensen, one share of the Capital  Stock in the Brigham City Roller Mills Company. 
Also forty-four and forty-four hundredths (44. 44) shares of the capi tal  stock in the Brigham City 

M o l e n  Mills Co. 
Also the South half (1/2) of Lot four (4) in  Block four (4), Plat "C" Brigham City Survey and 

situated i n  Sec. 13, Tp. 9. N. R 2 W. S a l t  Lake Meridian. 
T o  Isaac H. Jensen, The South half (1/2) of Lot six (6) Block thirty-two (32), Plat A, Brigham 

City Survey, situated in  Sec. 13. Tp. 9. N. R 2 W. S. L. M. 
T o  Elias C. Jensen. The North half (1/2) of Lot four (4). Block four (4). Plat "C" Brigham City 

Survey, Situate i n  Sec. 13, Tp. 9 N. R 2 W. Sa l t  Lake Meridian. 
T o  Rebecca J. Lindsay, The South half (1/2) of Lot seven (7) Block thirty-two, Plat "A ", 

Brigham City Survey, situate i n  Sec. 13. Tp. 9, N. R 2 W., S. L. M. 
T o  C. M. Jensen, The North half (1/2) of Lot four (4). Block thirty-two (32). Plat "A ", 

Brigham City Survey, situate in  Sec. 13, Tp. 9, N. R 2 W., S..L M. 
T o  Jonathan C. Jensen. The Lot eight  (8) containing six and thirty-two hundredths (6. 32) acres, 

m r e  or less, situate i n  the North-west quarter. Sec. 26, Tp. 9. N. R 1 W., Sal t  Lake Meridian. 



To Hyrum S. Jensen the following, to-wit; 
Commencing at  a point forty-four (44) rods West and forty-two rods south of the Northeast corner 
of North-west quarter of Sec. 14, Tp. 9, N. R. 2 W. thence South fourteen (14) rods, thence W e ~ t  
forty (40) rods, thence North fourteen (14) rods, thence East forty (40) rods to place of beginning, 
known at  the north seven-nineths - of Lot one (1) Block five (5), Brigham City Five (5) Acre Plat 
containing three and one-half (3-1/2) acres, more or less. 

Also Commencing a t  a point sixty-seven and one-half (67-1/2) rods south of the N. E. corner 
of the N. W. quarter of Sec. 15, Tp. 9, N. R 2 W. thence West one hundred and sixty rods (160), 
thence South twenty-two and one-half (22-1/2) rods, thence East one hundred and sixty (160) rods, 
thence North Twenty-two and one-half (22-1/2) rods to place of beginning containing twenty-two 
and one-half (22-1/2) acres. 

To Isaac H. Jensen and Elias C. Jensen the following to-wit: 
A l l  that piece or parcel or land beginning at  a point on the north line of Sec. 12, Tp. 9, N. R. 

2 W. where it crosses the West line of the County road near the residence of James Hansen thence 
South thirty-three and three-fourths rods, thence West sixty-eight (68) rods, thence North thirty-two 
add one-half (32-1/2) rods, thence east per section line sixty-eight rods to place of beginning contain- 
in fourteen acres more or less, in Box Elder County. 4 Also beginning a t  a point of the west side of the County road 3. 40 chains East of tha quarter 
sdction corner to section 1 and 12, Tp. 9, N. R. 2 W. , thence West 17. 13 chains to a ditch; thence 
North 50 min. East 3. 20 chains to a ditch, thence South 88-1/4 degrees East 17. 15 chains to the 

/County road, thence South 50 min. West 2. 50 chains along said road to the south boundary of Sec. 
one (1) and place of beginning containing 4 and 88/100 acres. Magnetic declination 17 deg. 50 
min. East. 

Also beginning at  a point three (3) rods West of the N. E. corner of S. W. quarter, Sec. 14, 
Tp. 9, N. R. 2 W. thence West fifty-four rods, thence bearing south nine and one-half degrees 
Wst  Twenty-six (26) rods, thence bearing South 81 and three-fourths degrees, East fifty-eight 
and one-half rods (58-1/2), thence North thirty-three and one-half (33-1/2) rods to place of begin- 
ning containing 10. 45 acres less five acres having the following description, commencing at  a point 
three (3) rods West of the N. E. corner of S. W. quarter (1/4) Sec. 14, Tp. 9, N. R. 2 W. thence run- 
ning west 54v rods, thence South nine and one-half (-1/2) degrees, 15 rods, East 56 rods bearing 
north, thence North fourteen and one-third rods to place of beginning. 

That the personal property which has not been heretofore distributed shall be distributed to the 
children of the deceased heretofore mentioned and the issue of Amelia J. Anderson, deceased as 
follows to-wit, one share to each of the following Marian Jensen Norton, Denmark Jensen, Sarah J. 
Wilde, Rebecca J, Lindsay, Isaac H. Jensen, Martha J. Reese , Lena J. Alvord, Hyrum S. Jensen, 
Mriah K. J. Wickham, C. M. Jensen, Mads Peter Jensen, Emma J. Rasmussen, Twentena J. Larsen, 
Jonathan C. Jensen, Lorenzo S. Jensen and Elias C, Jensen and one share to be divided equally 
among Lorenzo Anderson, Christian Anderson, Emma Anderson, Lehi Anderson, Aurora Anderson, 
Irvine Anderson, and Cyrus Anderson children of Amelia J. Anderson deceased and who was a 
daughter of Mads Christian Jensen, deceased. 

Done in Open Court this 24th day of May, A. D. 1899. 

Chas. H. Hart 
Judge 

F i l e  No.  1 9 6  

SEAL 



MADS CHRIS TIAN JENSEN 
Born April 4, 1822 
Died July 11, 1898 

Maren Hansen 
(1st Wife of M C. J. ) 
Born February 10, 1826 
Died August 31. 1899 
Md. May, 1845 

* Gertrude kdersen 
(2nd Wife of M C. J. ) 
Born January 11. 1826 
Died August 25, 1901 
Md. 1854 - 55 

I 
I : 1. Maren Jensen 
I 
I January 28, 1846 --  January 26, 1921 
a : I 2. Hans Christian Jensen 
I February 9, 1847 -- February 13, I847 
I : 3. Anders Christian Jensen 
I 
I January 6, 1848 -- June 7, 1867 
I : 4. Jens Christian Jensen 
I 
1 February 12. 1849 -- May 15, 1853 
I : 5. Kristine Marie Jensen 
1 
I September 5, 1851 -- September 5, 1852 
I : 6. Denmark Jensen 
I 
I July 24, 1853 - -  July 21, 1937 
I : 7. Sarah Jensen 
1 
I October 26, 1855 -- November 18, 1933 
I : I 8. Joseph Jeosen 
I October 14. 1857 -- October 18, 1857 
I : 9. Rebecca Jensen 
I 
I December 1, 1858 - -  August 11, 1936 
I : 1Q. Eliza S. Jensen 
I 
I December 25. 1860 -- October 25, 1864 
I 

: I 11. Mads Christian Jensen 
I November 4, 1862 -- November 7, 1864 
I 

: 12. Isaac H. Jensen 
I 
I February 5, 1865 -- October 24, 1920 
I : 13. Martha Jensen 
I 
I August 1, 1867 -- May 18, 1936 
I : 14. Valana Jensen 
I 
I January 23, 1872 -- February 4, 1947 
I 
I - - - - - - - - - - - - 
------------ 

I 

: I 1. Christian M. Jensen 
4 
I November 3, 1855 -- March 5, 1929 
: 2. Emelia Jensen 
I 
I 
I September 10, 1857 - -  February 24, 1897 
: 3. Emma Jensen 
I 
I April 25, 1859 -- November 27, 1950 
: 4. Mads Peter Jensen 
I 
I March 31. 1861 -- March 24, 1939 





F r o m  B a s t h o l m  t o  Z i o n  i n  3 2 9  D a y s  

Source: The John E. Forsgren's Company --translated from a Danish Journal of one of the immigrants. 
Vol. 6 - Heart Throbs of the West, pp. 3-31. 

From this journal the approximate course of the journey has been traced on the following-map, show- 
ing some-of the places named in the journal. For more detail see larger maps of the states, Iowa, Nebra- 
ska, and Wyoming. 

Mads C. and Maren Jensen with their three children (two of their five children buried in Bastholm) 
left Bastholm, 5th of November 1852, to join the Saints gathering in Copenhagen. They could have 
taken a boat at Aalborg or a t  Frederickshaven, but it was perhaps Frederickshaven in as much as it is 
near Elling where Mads Christian's parents were living and they possibly stopped there to  say good-bye to  
relatives. 

From Copenhagen t o  Kiel, Germany, the company sailed on a small ship, "Obitrit. " At Kiel, they 
took the railroad to  Altona, Germany, a small town near Hamburg. From Altona to  Hull, England, they ' 

sailed on the steamship "Lion, " dropping anchor on the coast of Holland a t  a place called Nye Werk for 
a few hours, and then proceeding to  England. They experienced a very badstorm on the North Sea. 

At Hull, they again took the railroad and crossed England to the port of Liverpool. There was a 
sailing vessel called the "Forrest Monarch" waiting to  take them t o  America. The frigate was a "large 
and strong vessel. " They boarded the ship the last day of the year, 1852, but it didn't leave Liverpool 
until January 16, 1853. 

They took a south-westerly course. Sometimes the wind was good, filling the sails and carrying them 
swiftly forward, other times with no wind they made little headway. They encountered a storm that 
ripped one of their sails, and another that broke "the 'Hae' sail Halyard, " The weather became very 
warm and they were uncomfortable below decks at times. 

On February 16, in the afternoon, the call of "Land" rang out, and the travelers saw the island 
Desirade. In the evening they saw Guadeloupe as they passed north of it. (These islands are of the Lee- 
ward Islands or the Lesser Antilles, West Indies. ) Three days later they saw a Rock of birds and the next 
morning they saw the eastern point of St. Domingo (Dominican Republic). 

February 20. "We pasaed Cape Tiburon, and could :ee the whole of it, although the mountain8 were 
80 high that the clouds came down their slopes, and in one place the top of the mountain could be reen 
above the clouds. (Haiti) 

They paslad Port Antonio, Jamalca, and a8 the weather was calm they traveled westward slowly for 
two or three days north of Jamaica, and then with a good wind into the Gulf of Mexico, 

"In the morning of March 7th, we could lee the land of America. " They railed up the Miuridppi 
for 1evera1 hours and then dropped anchor near an bland. Mr. Por~gren went into New Orlean1 to  make 
necelaary arrangementr, but it was tun day8 before the chip arrived a t  New Orleanr, During this t i m ,  
two women, one man, and two children died and were buried on the i sk~d .  Jen8 Chri~tian, the four year 
old child of M. C, J@nacan wau one of them, Two other children ware buried in New Olrlaans. 

Here they tran~ferrad t o  a river eteamehip and arrived in St, Louis, Miaouri, March 29th. Three 
weeks later part sf the company lafi %on Keokuk, Iowa, the remainder following the next week, Here 
wagonr and teame with ~upplfes were being ruclembled for their weatward trek rcron: the plain& 

They traveled elowly at firslt after Ieavfng Ksekuk, May 18th. They parrsd through the following 
pointr: Pa~mlngean, Dsakrevills, Dsderajoid, Chorbton, Mt. Pihgah, cromed the middle branch and the 
welt branch of the Nodaway, cap"b)8~cgd the Nihebgle River, and arrived in Council Bluffu, Iowa, June 26th. 
Here more provirlone were rsraeived and divided, wagons were repaired, ere. 

On July 6th they begon ferrying rcaaa8 the Mbreousi Rivess. There wr8 r large slough on the other 
,ids of the river that had to be brldgad, July 14th thay were! traveling weetward again and reached the 
Blkhorn River the: next dry "whers we easesed with our oxen and wagon8 in good condition, thrpugh the 



goodness of the man and the Spirit which God poured out. The man let us borrow the ferry without cost. " 

July 20th, they reached Loup Fork, a branch of the Platte and ferried across at no cost. They passed 
through "very high sand hills with very little fire wood available. " 

Sunday, July 24th - "traveled nine miles and found a little stream with good grass. This morning 
Hans Anderson Pill passed away, and at noon M. Christian Jensen's wife bore a son. " 

July 25th - "We continued this morning and after five miles travel came to Wood River, where 
there was a good deal of water but no bridge. We had to  ford the river, and in so doing some chains 
and rings broke on account of the heavy pull. " (See Sketch of Maren Hansen) They passed over Elmo 
Creek on a bridge and camped by Buffalo Creek. 

Sunday July 31st - "A meeting was held and "Bolette Therkildsen was confirmed by Elder Chr. 
Christensen; Brother Overlade's child was blessed by Elder M. C. Jensen; Brother H. J. Christensen's 
child was blessed by Elder C. Christiansen, and Brother M. Christian Jensen's child was blessed by Elder 
H. J. Christensen. " 

The next two weeks they crossed many smaller streams and passed Scotts Bluff, August 17th and camped 
18 miles west of that place. Three days later they crossed the Platte at Fort Laramie. Now their course 
took them South of the Platte and the writer mentions the high mountains. They crossed Cold Spring 
Creek, Little Spring Creek, LeBonte River, LaPrele River, and then crossed the Platte again - September 
2nd. Two days later they reached the Sweetwater River and crossed it six times in the next four days. 
September 13th they camped on the Little Sandy and then reached Big Sandy traveled 1 7  miles that after - 
noon and camped on the Big Sandy River. The next five days they crossed the Green River, Ham's Fork 
and Black's Fork and reached Pt. Bridger, September 20th. h e y  crossed Muddy Creek and Bear River 
and traveled by a stream in Echo Canyon. On September 27th and 28th they followed East Kanyon 
Creek and crossed the stream 22 times. "The road was bad. I tipped my wagon over. It rained a little 
during the day. We camped in the canyon 1-1/2 miles from the top of the mountain. " 

"September 29th, We traveled 6 miles and camped on Last Creek. Friday, September 30th. In 
the evening we entered the Valley of the Great Salt Lake, the land of Zion. " 

See Sketches explaining their moves to  Ogden and Brigham City. 







SECTION I1 

A SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF" MAREN HANSEN JENSEN 

(As presented a t  a meeting of$ the "Daughters of the Utah Pioneers. " 
Written by her daughters, Martha Rees and Lana Alvord. ) 

- 

In the early part of the nineteenth century there lived in Borglum Hjorring Amt., Denmark, a 
worthy couple named Hans Andersen and Rjearsten Hansen. They were a very religious couple, belong- 
ing to the Lutheran Church*. 

The father was a miller by trade, and also owned a distillery, having plenty of this world's goods. 
Two boys and four girls came to  bless their home. Maren, t he  subject of this sketch, was born Feb- 
ruary 10 ,  1826, and was the oldest of the girls. 

They gave their children the best education the schools then afforded, and although they always 
hired help in the home, the children were taught to  work. When Maren was in her teens she was sent 
to learn fancy weaving, such as fine bedspreads, tableclbths, etc. at Elling. Elling is a little village 
about 25 miles from Borglum. Here there was a lady who taught this art to  young girls. While there 
she met Mads. C. Jensen, the son of the lady who taught weaving. Their friendship ripened into love 
and they were united in marraige in the month of May 1845, at the home of Mara  's parents. 

, Near their home lived an old couple who desired this young pair to  live with them and take care of 
' 

them while they lived and they would deed their home to them. The young Jensens tried to do this but 
the little old woman was so very disagreeable that?Maren, being of a peaceful disposit,ion, felt she, could 
not live in such an atmosphere of contention. She went home and told her father that she could not 
live with them longer. Her father then bought the home from the old couple and gave i t  to his daughter 
and her husband. This was their home for as long as they lived in Denmark. Here they lived happily 
with their relatives and friends until the Gospel message came to them. 

They were baptized into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saint& August 17,  1851. Although 
they felt a joy unspeakable within their own souls, for they knew they had found the " Pearl of Great 
Rice, " yet none of their relatives received the message, and of course, looked upon them as poor, 
deluded beings. Their once kind friends and neighbors now turned to bitter enemies, They stayed in 
their native land one and one-half years after joining the church, and during that t ime endured much 
persecution. 

Having so much loftier and higher ideals of life and living, they could no longer be  happy where 
they were, so they decided to gather with the Saints in America. They sold their home and a l l  other 
earthly possessions and on November 5, 1852, bade goodby to a l l  their loved ones and went t o  Copen- 
hagen, preparatory to  emigration. They had five children born to  them in their native country, but 
just before leaving, death entered their home and took from them their baby girl, who was a little 
more than a year old. This was a great sorrow to them, especially to the tender hearted mother, and 
formed a new tie to  bind them to their native land. . But the call  of truth was greater than al l  else, and 
in December they left Copenhagen and crossed the North Sea to England, from which place they set 
sail fo~. Ameriea with the first company of t he  Mormon+emigrants to leave Scandinavia. They landed 
sometime in March 1853. The mother was seasick during most al l  of the voyage. When crossing the 
North Sea she was seen one day with her head over the railing and when her husband tried to  find her 
he could not see her any place. Some sailors told him they had seen her by the railing, and they 
thought, perhaps, she had fallen over board. He spent a very anxious night but found her the next morn- 
ing in the ship's kitchen. The cook had seen her by the railing also, and had taken her into the kitchen. 
It was happy reunion, expecially for the husband, to find that he was still alive. 

The voyage from England to  America lasted nearly three months. All they had to eat during the 
voyage was boiled barley, split pea soup, very little seasoning, and hard sea biscuits. They gave the 
children one sea biscuit and a cup of split peas between two of them, but the mother being sick, they 
had her allowance. For eleven weeks and three days they did not have a drop of water, only what they 
brought with them. Before landing they were called to part with another of their little ones, a boy of 



'I. 

L 

Mads Christian Jensen and  wife. Maren Hansen 

- - -  
Cente r  Left - Home in which Maren was barn-- 

f 
Borglurn 

Lower Left - M. C. Jensen home in Basrholrn, 
(near Borglum) where their first five children 
were born. Man a t  left is Maren's brother who 
is 92 years old, and standing next to him i s  
Christian M. Jensen. Others unidentified.  

&low i s  a photograph of Msren's home in 
Brigham City. 'It sti l l  stands and was the home 

- v 
of Hyrum S. Jensen. A t  one time a l l  [our of 
M. C. Jensen's families l ived in this house. 
A numberofhis  children were born here. This 
house is located on the eas t  side o f  the street 

on Third East, and between First and  Second 
North, Br~gham City, U t a h  



about four years who was buried in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Soon after landing in America they began the journey across the plains, by ox team. Before the 
journey was ended they were called upon to  part with most all  of the treasures they had brought with 
them, the mother even taking the earrings from her ears. They endured, uncomplainingly, many 
hardships and privations during this long, hard journey. Their little children walked all of the way 
across the plain% and the mother walked all of the way except one week while she was confined to 
her bed. On the twenty-fourth of July she gave birth to a son, whom they named Denmark. When 
the baby was three days old they were fording a stream of water. As they were going up a steep 
embankment the chain broke and let the wagon drop back into the stream. The box began floating 
off the wagon when four strong men jumped into the stream and held the box in place while the chain 
was mended and the wagon was pulled out of the river. 

The bedding as well as everything they had on was water soaked. Some of the sisters had some 
dry clothing for her and the baby when they reached shore and neither of them took cold. Surely the 
Father's blessings were with them through all their difficulties and trials which only consumed the dross 
and refined the gold within their souls. 

When baby Denmark was a week old, a man who was traveling with them broke his leg. Brother 
Jensen said he did not know what to do with him, as  they had only room for one bed, and his wife needed 
the bed, but she told him she was able to walk. So she gave her bed to the man and walked all the 
rest of the way to Utah. Her children were happy when mother could walk with them again. What a 
noble example of self-sacrifice and faith--two wonderful traits developed by those great souls whom 
God called to establish his latter day work. They arrived in Salt Lake City September 98, 1853 happy 
that their long journey was ended and that they were gathered with the Saints of God. After staying 
in Salt Lake a short time they went to  Kaysville where Brother Jensen built a mill for Brother WineL 
Here they lived in a dug-out close to the mill and were very comfortable those long winter nights 
during the winter months. Their little room was warm. They had a few chickens and a cow and 
Brother Wine1 furnished them with potatoes, flour, etc. They were very happy and contented in this 
humble place after their recent privation and hardships. They greatly appreciated the Gospel truths 
and enjoyed meeting with the Saints. 

In the Spring they moved into a tent on a piece of land where they planted corn and other garden 
crops, but the grasshoppers took i t  all, so their patience still had to be tried and tested. What a-great 
truth the poet Shakespeare writes when he says, "Endurance is the crowning quality and patience all 
the passion of great hearts. " For truly this is the school that the Father takes all of His choicest souls 
through. In the fall they moved back to Salt Lake City where they stayed during the winter. In the 
spring of 1855, the family moved to Weber where Brother Jensen worked in the mill until fall when 
they moved to Ogden, Here another baby girl came to bless their home. The next winter was known 
as the hard winter for the early settlers of Utah, and they with many others learned what the pangs of 
hunger am, along with other privations. The following spring they moved back to Weber where Brother 
Jensen worked in the mill during the summer months. About this time a great scare came to the people 
of Utah. Word came that Johnston's Army had been sent to destroy them and their homes. We can 
imagine what consternation this would cause after the cruel drivings and persecutions they had suffered 
in the East. Now when they thought they had found refuge where they could build up peaceful homes 
and worship God as they desired without molestation, this great fear bore down upon them. 

In the Fall, Brother Jensen with other brethern, were called to go to Echo Canyon to keep back 
the army. The day he left, Sister Jensen gave birth prematurely to a baby boy who lived only five 
days. 

Soon after Brother Jensen returned home he was called by President Lorenzo Snow, of Box Elder 
Stake, to move to Brigham City and run the Flour Mill a t  that place. They moved there in February 



of 1851. Somaime before this ' Bra Jensen had married another wife, who, now had two children. 
A few months after they moved to  Brigham City the call came to  move Sbuth. The two wives moved 
with the rest of the Saints, but Brother Jensen remained in Brig ham City to  grind up what wheat they 
had, as they did not know when, if ever, they would return. They came back in Augua of the same 
year. From rhet time on they made their home in Brigham City. 

While living here six more children came to add more happiness to their home, making fourteen 
in all, seven boys and seven girls, whose names are: Maren, Hans Christian, Andrew Christian, James 
Christian, Rjearsten Marie, Denmark, Sarah, Joseph, Rebecca, Eliza, Mads Christian, Isaac H, 
Martha and Valana. Five boys and two girls preceeded the parents to the spirit world. Some years 
after moving to Brigham City their son, Andrew Christian, a boy of nineteen years, was sent with 
some other young men back east to purchase a threshing machine. One evening when guarding the 
cattle, while the others ate their supper, some Indians came and killed him, taking his boots, belt, 
pistol and hat, also some of the riding horses. Of course, he had t o  be buried out thete on the Plains 
in a lonely grave. This sad news was a great sorrow to his mother. She never afterwards could talk 
about it herself, and if others would mention it, tears would come to  her eyes and she would leave 
the room. Besides raising her own children she also raised another son of Brother Jensen's, Hyrum S, , 
whose mother died soon after his birth. He never knew any other mother and was treated as one of 
her own children. 

Sister Jensen was a home woman. She loved her home, her husband and her children, and was 
extremely sympathetic and kind to them. She stood faithfully by her husband in whatever came to  them, 
and although she endured many hardships, deep sorrows and trials, in it al l  she felt that God was good, 
for she had His spirit to strengthen her and learned, as all great souls learn, who take their difficulties 
in the right spirit, that every sorrow borne uncomplainingly brings us one step higher in the rounds 
of progression and leads us nearer to the Giver of all good. She was a faithful, consistent Latter Day 
Saint, and taught her children the truths for which they sacrificed so much. They are all faithful 
workers in the Church, ready to  obey any call made of them. She had a big heart and kept her home 
open to  the Sainrs that came from her native land, and many found a hearty welcome and a good 
meal in her home. 

Sister Jensen was well educated and learned the English language remarkably quick. She was a 
great reader and understood the Gospel well. She had a good memory and kept well posted on the 
topics of the day. She often made the remark that she would rather do without a meal a day than 

- 

be without the Deseret News in her home. Although she was not a public spirited woman, being per- 
fectly content to  live quietly in her home, feeling that women's greatest mission is to raise noble 
sons and daughters. Yet, when the Fourth Ward Relief Society was organized, she was chosen trea- 
surer, a position she faithfully filled for several years. She was also chosen to  be oce of the first 
Relief Society teachers, a position she held almost up to  the t ime of her death. 

Although she left all her own sisters back in her native land, yet she found true sisters in the homes 
of her neighbors, and she was a true sister to  them, for perfect love existed between them. They never 
had a disagreement that couldn't be solved satisfactorily and were always happy to help each other in 
times of sotrow and difficulty. 

She was called to  part with her beloved husband July 11, 1898. She lived just a little more than 
a year longer , joining him August 31, 1899. She lived to see all  her children happily married. One 
must believe she was glad to obtain a well earned rest after a life well spent in doing the best she knew 
how, both in service to  her God and to her fellow travelers. She was buried beside her husband in the 
family plot, in the Brigham City cemetery. 



Mads C. and Maren Jensen Family 

Yalana Martha 
Sasab Maren Rebecca 

Isaac H. Denmark 
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A L i f e ' s  H i s t o r y  o f  A n d e r s  C h r i s t i a n  J e n s e n  

By his nephew, Elvin J. Norton 

Anders Christian Jensen, third child of Mads C. Jensen and wife, Maren Hansen, was born, 
January 6, 1848, in the village of Bastholm, Denmark. He was nearly five years of age when his 
parents, with their family, left Denmark for America. He walked practically all  the way from 
Keokuk, Iowa, to Salt Lake City. A detailed account of the journey can be found in the history of 
  ads C. Jensen, his father. 

Andera Christian grew to  young manhood in Brigham City, working considerable of his time 
with his father in the flour mill. 

In the spring of 1867, a number of people in Brigham City arranged for the purchase of a thresh- 
ing machine. The machine was to be shipped by rail to  Julesburg, the western terminus of the railroad, 
and then brought overland by ox team. Christian Jensen, a boy of nineteen years of age, was working 
with his father in the flour mill at Brigham. The father was among those interested in the threshing 
machine and Christian was very anxious to go to  Julesburg and help bring the machine to Utah. After 
considerable hesitancy, the father reluctantly yielded his consent, and the boy set out f a  Salt Lake 
City elated over the prospect of making the trip. He had not been out of Utah since arriving as a 
child with his parents. 

On the first of May the company he joined left Salt Lake City. There were twenty-seven men 
leaving for missions t o  Europe, under the presidency of Dr. Karl G. Maeser. There were also about 
twelve teamsters driving wagons loaded with grain and flour t o  be delivered to  the Overland Stage Co. 
at points east of the mountains. Christian Jensen and two or three others made up the remainder of 
the company. Christian drove two or three yoke of loose cattle to be used in bringing the threshing 
machine back. Among the missionaries were W. H. Homer and W. B. Richards. It is due to  Mr. 
Richards that the facts of this incident are preserved. 

After the company had been on the way for about two weeks, they entered a region in which 
hostle Indians were inflicting much damage and suffering to the stage coach stations and travelers. 
Although the company saw no Indians, they noticed ghat for several days no coaches were met. They 
also passed the smouldering remains of stage coach stations that had been sacked and burned by the 
Indians. At one place they found the remnants of a coach and harness of the horses, Mail bags ripped 
open, were lying about with mail strewn in all  directions. The men gathered up the mail and delivered 
i t  later to other carriers. They noticed that the mail included letters addressed to a number of their 
acquaintances in Utah. 

The company made hard drives in order to  advance as rapidly as possible through this dangerous 
region, They soon found it necessary, however, to stop for a day to  give their cattle rest and feed, 
and to attend to  a number of matters requiring more than the ordinary night and morning hours in 
camp. They drew their wagons up in the middle of a wide tract of land free from brush or other 
obstruction behind which the Indians might get near them in ambush. The cattle, and seven or eight 
horses included in their train, were put out ot graze under guard. Towards evening, Christian Jensen 
and a companion went out beyond a low hill some distance from camp to take their turn a t  guarding 
the stock. Some men went out cautiously to look for game. Mr. Richards and Mr. Homer were 
among those who remained in camp. Mr. Richards and two or three others were sitting about a fire 
running bullets to replenish their ammunition supply. 

At this moment shots were heard over the hill in the direction Christian had taken. Mr. Richards 
commented on the shots, making the observation that the boys were probably finding game. As the 
shooting continued, however, he remarked that he thought Indians were in their vicinity. Just then 
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he noticed Christian appearing on the crest of the hill. The boy stopped, turned around, and fired his 
revolver and then ran towards camp. Some distance behind him, two Indians on horseback came over 
the hilL Christian stopped and fired again. As long as he kept firing, the Iniiians knew that hisyeapon 
was not empty and they kept at a safe distance, shielding themselves behind the bodies of their ponies. 
but coming close enough to draw fire from the boy. When finally his shots were gone, he ran desper- 
ately towards the ca-mp. The Indians closed in on him quickly from two sides and each shot an arrow 
into his body. Meantime, the men in camp, with MI, Richards among the leaders, ran out to meet 
Christian. They saw the Indians spring from their powes and rush upon the fallen boy for the evident 
purpose of taking the customary trophy. One of them seized him by the hair and was in the act of 
cutting away his scalp, when a long range rifle shot from the rescuers startled them and frightened 
their ponies. One pony wheeled and ran off. The Indians dropped their victim, mounted the other 
pony and made their escape. ,, 

Mr. Richards was the first to reach the prostrate boy. He saw that Christian wasalready dead. 
One arrow had gone through an arm and pinned it to the body. The other arrow had pierced the coat 
sleeve on the opposite side of the body and inflicted a deep wound in the back. Mr. Richards drew 
out the first anow without difficulty, but the second one was so firmly lodged that he was obliged to 
brace his feet against the body and pull with both hands. When the arrow came the point did not come 
with it. From the position and depth of the wound, he concluded that the point had lodged in the spine. 
He examined the boy's head. The knife had left a ghastly wound but fortunately the Inidan in his 
haste had failed to cut a complete circle, and had not t e n  the scalp. 

By this time, a large number of men had come up to the scene of the shooting. They were quickly 
assigned to the tasks requiring immediate attention: some rode out to look after the cattle and horses; 
two carried the dead body to camp; others took positions quickly as lookouts; while the remainder 
rearranged their wagons and equipment preparatory for another attack. The Indians made off with horses 
but gave no further trouble. 

The situation did not permit of elaborate funeral and burial. Most of the boys had had no experi- 
ence in handling a dead body, and shrank from the task. Mr. Richards and Mr. Homer, however, 
washed and dressed the body with such care as they could give under the circumstances. A grave was 
d g  near the camp and simple services held, consisting of a few minutes of reverent silence and a short 
prayer by Dr* Maeser. 



ANCESTRAL CHART OF MAREN HANSEN 

Anders Hansen 

W. Elling, Warring. Den. 
24 August 1822 

W. Denmark 

Hans Andersen 

bllen Jensen 
D. 10 August 1788 

of Elling Sogn. Den. 
Soren Fitz 

B. 10 February 1826 

W. Sindal, Hjordng, Den. 

There has been some confusion due to the different spelling of given names and because af 
English people recording names that were strange to them and their lack of understanding patronymics. 

B. 1707 
D. 1 January 1770 W. Borglum. Hjorring. Den. 

Records in the Archives show Macen Hansen sealed to M. C. Jensen the 25 June 1854, probably in 
President Young's office. Maren Andenen was endowed 1 April 1857 in the Endowment House as was 
her husband Mads C. Jensen. The English recorder gave Maren her father's surname Andersen. Many 
couples were married for eternity in President Young's office before the opening of the Endowment House. 
so were waled before they were endowed. Anyone seeing these records might come to the conclu$ion 
that there were five wives instead of the known four. 

M May 1845 
D. 31 August 1899 

M 1 ANDERS HANSEN, born 1758, Elling. Hjorring, Denmark He married Mamn of Elling-- 
no further information known about her. 

Mathias Somasen 
5. 5 March 1766 

W. Brigham City. Utah 

Children all  born a t  Elling. Hjorring A m t  Denmark. 

i. Maren Andenen 
ii. Johannes ~ n d e r s e n  

iii. Kristen Andersen 
iv. Elsie Marie Andenen 

M 2  v. Hans Andersen 
M 3 vi. Jens Andelsen 

,Kristen Marie Mathiasen 

b. 28 January 1787 
b. 1June1788 
b. 21 November 1790 
b. 17 March 1793 
b. 13 March 1796 md. Kristen Marie Mathias60 
b. 18 November 1798 md. Hancie Marie Jensen 

W. Sindal, Hjorring, Den. 
3. 23 March 1867 
W. Denmark 

B. 17 January 1790 
W. Tolne. Hjorring, Den. 
D. 23 March 1867 
W. Denmark 

Kristen Fitz 
B. 1728 



M-2 HANS ANDBRSE? (Anderr   an sen') Bms 1 3  March 1796, at Elling in the county of 
Hjoning, Denmark. He died 3 October 1877. 

He married, 
3 2 1 

M-4 Kristen M4rie Mathiasen (Mathias Sorensen Soren Fitz ) Born 17  January 1790 at Tolne, 
Hjorring, Denmark. She died 23 March 1867. 

Children: 

i. Anders Christian Hansen 
ii. Mathias Christian Hansen 

iii. Kristen Hansen 
iv. Maren Hansen 

M-6 v. Maren Hansen 

vi. Karen Marie Hansen 
vii. Ellen Marie Hansen 

b. 26 November 1817 at Tolne, Hjorring, Denmark 
b. 11 November 1820 at Elling, Hjorting, Denmark 
d. 22 June 1912 
b. 23 November 1822 at Hvorup, Hjoning, Denmark 
b. 6 November 1824 at Borglum, Hjorring, Denmark 
d. 1 5  March 1825 " " , 
b. 10  February 1826 " " , 
d 31 August 1899 at Brigham City, Utah 
b. 10 August 1827 in Barglum, Hjoning, Denmark 
b. 8 June 1829 " 1 

2 1 
M-3 JENS ANDERS EN (Anders Hansen ) Chr. 17 November 1798 

Denmark. He died 6 June 1844--Denmark, 

He married, 

Hancie Marie Jensen of Elling. 

Children all lived in Elling, Hjorring, 

i, Maiianne Jenscn 
ii. Anders Jensen 

iii. Maren Jensen 
iv. Jensine Marie Jensen 
v. Jens Peter Jens en 

vi. Hans Christian Jensen 
vii. Ann Thomine Jensen 

viii. Hance Martine Jensen 

Denmark. 

b. 1 6  May 1822 
b. 12 February 1824 
b. 23 May 1826 
b. 22 December 1828 
b. 4 September 1831 
b. 1 6  January 1835 
b. 7 December 1837 
b. 28 June 1843 

3 2 1 
M-5 MATHIAS CHRISTIAN HANSEN (Hans Andersen, Anders Harrsen ) 

B.. 11 November 1820, at Elling, Hjorring. Denmark. 
D. 22 June 1912 -Denmark 

He married, 

Kirsten Andersen, christened 25 August 1811 in Rowst, Hjorring, Denmark 
D. 30 October 1877 -- Denmark 

Children all  born at Vrieler, Hjorring, Denmark 

i. Kirsten Kathrine Mathiasen b. 5 April 1842 
ii. Karen Marie Mathiasen b. 24 April 1843 

iii. Anne Christine Mathiasen b. 16  December 1844 
iv. Hans Christen Mathiasen b. 30 January 1846 
v. kndr&s Mathiasen b. 26 Januaxy 1848 

vi. Anne Cathrine Mathiasen b. 22 4gust  1850 
vii. Christen Mathiasen b. 26 September 1852 



M-7 SOREN PITZ, Born about 1707, in Sindal, Hjorring Amt. Denmark. 
Bur. 1 January 1770 --Denmark 

Married: 

Xirsten, of Sindal, born about 1728 
Bur. 6 July 1866-+Denmark 

Children a l l  christened at Sindal Sogn, Hjorring Amt. Denmark 

i. Marie Sorensen b. abt 1760 Bur. 28 Augua 1791 
ii. Thomas Sorenscn Chr. 24 June 1764 Bur. 19  January 1766 

M -8 iii. Mathias Sorensen Chr. 5 March 1766 d. 23 Masch 1867 
iv. Christian Sorensen Chr. 1 5  July 1767 
v. Jacob Sorensen Chr. 8 March 1769 Bur. 1 6  April 1789 

vi. Birgette Sorenm Chr. 1 3  May 1770 

2 1 
M-8 MATHIAS SORENSBN (Soren Pita ) 

Chr.5 March 1768 in Sindal Sogn, Hjorring Amt. Denmark 

Married: 

Ellen Jensen -- Parentage unknown 

Children. 

i. Anne Cathrine Mathiasen b. 2 December 1787 at Urilev, Hjoning , Denmark 
d. 10  May 1866 

M -4 ii.. Kristen Marie Mathiasen b. 1 7  January 1790 a t  Urilev, Hjarring, Denmark 
d. 23 May 1867 -- Denmark 

M-9 iii. Ellen Mathiasen b. 1 2  August 1795 at Tolne, Hjorring, Denmark 
md. 4 October 18f 6 Jens Torgensen 

3 2 1 
M-9 ELLEN MATHIASEN (Mathias Sorensen Soren Fitz ) 

b. 1 2  August 1795, at Tolne, Hjorring, Denmark 
m. 4 October 1816 

Jens Torgensen 
b, abt. 1784, a t  Stonback, Hjorring, Denmark 
d. 1 5  April 1844 

Jensen children were a l l  born at Tolne, Hjorring, Denmark 

i. 
ii. 

iii. 
iv. 
v. 

v i. 
vii. 

viii. 
ix. 

Christen Jensen 
Inger Marie Jensen 
Karen Marie Jensen 
Torgen Christen Jensen 
Mathias Christian Jensen 
Anne Cathrine Jensen 
Ellen Jensen 
Anders Jensen 
Maren Jensen 

b. 3 Mag 1817 
b. 29 August 1819 d. 7 May 1887 
b. 6 February>l822 
b. 2 7 February 1824 
b. 8 July 1826 d. 20 May 1890 
b. 9 April 1829 
Chr. 27 April 1832 d. 1 5  July 1833 
b. 3 January 1837 
b. 16  September 1841 

3 1 
M -6 MAREN HANSEN (Hans ~ n d e r s e n ~  Anders Hansen ) 

b. 1 0  February 1826, Borglum, Hjoning, Denmark 
d 31 August 1899, Brigham City, Box Elder, Utah 

Married May 1845: 
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MwlZ 
4 3 2 1 

MADS CHRISTIAN JENSEN (Jens Christian Krisrensen Kristen Nielsen Niels Jensen ) 
b. 4 April 1822, Elling, Hjorring, Denmark 
d.. 11 July 1898 Brigham City, Box Elder, Utah 

Children- - Jenmn: 

i, Maren 
ii. Hans Christian 

iii. Anders Christian 
iv. Jens Christian 

v. Kristine Marie 

vi, Denmark 
vii. Sarah 

viii. Jbseph 

ix. Rebecca 
x. Eliza S, 

ki. Mads Christian 

xii. Isaac H. 
xiil. Martha 
xiv, Valana. 

b. 28 January 1846 Bastholm, Ureilev Sogn 
b. 9 February 1847 n 1 11 

d. 1 3  February 1847 
b. 6 January 1848 I, 

b. 12  February 1849 ., ,, 
d. 15 May 1853 
b. 5 September 1851 " I t  

d. 5 September 1852 
b. 2 4  July 1853 Plains of Nebraska 
b. 26 October 1855 Ogden, Weber County, Utah 
b. 1 4  October 1857 " , 11 I, 

d. 18 October 1857 
b. 1 December 1858 Brigham City, Utah 
b. 25 December 1860 II 1, 

d. 25 October 1864 
b. 4 November 1862 I, $1 *I 

d. 7 November 1864 
b. 5 February 1865 9, ,I I t  

b. 1 August 1867 ,, ,, 
b. 23 January 1872 I t  (1 

Six of this large family of fourteen children died young. One young 'man of nineteen years was 
killed by the Indians while making a wagon trip east across the plains to purchase a threshing mach- 
ine. The remaining seven children grew t o  adulthood, married, and raised honorable families. 

Descendents of this lovely woman and her good husband are widely scattered throughout the 
world. Engaged in a wide variety of vocations they are filling their own particular niche in earthly 
activities. Who can say that their successes haven't been built on the strong foundation of a moral 
pattern passed on to them from these stalwart, faithful pioneer ancestors. 



SECTION 111 

Pedigree Chart of Gertrude M. Pederson 

Source: Leslie Jensen 
Route #1, Brigham City Utah 
L. D. S. Archives 
Sal t  Lake City, Utah. 

PederChristensen 

Stephen Pedersen 
b 21  January 1742 
W. Sulsted Aalborg, D,enmark 

Peder Stephansen 
[chr. 25  Dec. 1780 I 
I W. Sulsted, Aalborg, ~ k n m a r k  

m. 28 September 1811 1 
d. 29 December 1866 

Mette Pedersen 
w. Denmark 

trude Marie Pedersen d b. about 1746 
b. 11 January 1826 I w. Hamner, Aalgorg, Denmark 
d. 25  August 1901 
w Mantua, Utah 

[ Benedicte Sorensen 

w. of Sulsted, Denmark 

b. 27 July 1766 
w. .Hamner, Aalborg, 

Gertrude Simonsen 
abt. 1 0  December 1730 
w. Hamner, Aalborg, Den. 

dau. of Simon Jensen 

b. 13 February 1784 
Christen Nielsen 

and Johanne Pedersen. 

Gyde Christensen 
b. 1 9  January 1789 
w. Hamner, Aalborg, 
d. 1 0  June 1847 
w. Denmark 

m. 26 December 1756 
chr. 1 August 1762 

w. Hamner, Aalborg, Den. w. Hamner, Aalborg, Den. 
son of Jeppe Nielsen 

m. 28 Nov. 1788 
d. 20 April 1837 

and Elsie Pedersen 

bur. 5 July 1788 
:]enmark 

w. Hamner, Denmark 



A n c e s t r y  o f  G e r t r u d e  M a r i e  P e d e r s e n  

The four following fqmilies are al l  the family groups in the Jensen Book. If other members of 
the family have more information, it has not been turned in. The following families are Gertrude's - 
parents, her maternal grandparents and their parents. 

G 1 NIELS J E P S E N ~  (Je ppe ~ i e  lsenl) 

b. 11 February 1734 and christened at  Harnner, Aalborg Arnt. , Denmark 1 June 1734. 
Niels married 26 December 1756 

Gyde Christensen, daughter of Christen Nielsen and Johanne Andersen. 
Christened 27 February 1732, Hallond, Hjorring Amt, , Denmark. 
Buried 5 July 1788, Denmark. 

Children (Nielsen) al l  born at  Hamner, Aalborg, Denmark. 

i. Still born son b. 16 October 1757 
d. 16 October 1757 

ii. Still born son b. 16 October 1757 
d. 16 October 1757 

iii. Jeppe b. 25 February 1759 
iv. Still born child b. May 1761 
v. Christen chr. 1 August 1762 

d. 20 April 1837 
vi. Johanne chr. 11 February 1765 

vii. Soren chr. 7 August 1768 

G 2 CHRIS TEN NIELSEN~ (Niels Jepsen2, Jeppe Nielsenl) 

Christened 1 August 1762, Hamner, Aalborg Amt. , Denmark. 
d. 20 April 1837, Denmark. 
Christen married, 28 November 1788 

Johanne Christensen, daughter of Christen Madsen and his wife Gertrude ~ i ~ o n s e n .  
b. 27 July 1766, Hamner, Aalborg, Denmark. 

Children (Christensen) al l  born at Hamner, Aalborg Amt., Denmark, 

G 3 i. Gyde b. 19 January 1789 
ii. Niels chr. 4 January 1794 

iii. Christen b. 1 June 1795 
iv. Gjertruh b. 18 December 1809 

G 3 GYDE CHRIS TENS EN^ (Christen ~ ie l sen3 ,  Niels ~ e ~ s e n ~ ,  Jeppe ~ i e l s e  n l )  

b. 17 January 1789, Hamner, Aalborg Amt., Denmark. 
d. 10 June 1847, Denmark. 
Gyde married, 28 September 1811, Hamner, Aalborg Amt. , Denmark 

Pedar Stephansen, son of Stephan Pedersen and Mette Pedersen. 
Christened 25 December 1780, Sulsted, Aalborg, Denmark. 
d. 29 December 1866. Denmark. 



Children (Pedersen) all born at  Hamner, Aalborg, Denmark. 

i: Mette 
ii. Stephan 

iii. Peder Christian 
iv. Johanne 
v. Bodild 

vi. Christen 
vii. Christiane 

viii. Gertrude Marie 

ix. Marianne 
x. Madsine 

xi. Niels Christian 
xii. Still born son 

xiii. Niels 

chr. 18 July 1812 
chr. 30 August 1813 
chr. 1 May 1815 
b. 1 December 1816 
b. 11 March 1818 
b. 14 June 1821 
b. 20 October 1823 
b. 11 January 1826 
md. Christian Kjer 
b. 6 March 1827 
b. 22 June 1828 
b. 24 November 1830 
b. 24 November 1830 
b. 4 April 1832 

G 5 GJERTRUDE SIMONSEN, daughter of Simon Jensen and Johanne Pedersen 

Christened 10 December 1730,. Hamner, Aalborg, Denmark. 
Gjertrude married, 28 December 1769 

Christen Nielson, parents not known at  this time. 

Child (Christensen) born a t  Hamner, Aalborg, Denmark 

i. Johanne b. 27 July 1766 
md. 28 November 1788, Christen Nielsen 

Source: This research was done by Eva M. 
Gregorsen, and was taken from 
parish and census records. 
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Mads C. Geruude (Federsen) Jensen 



A L i f e ' s  S t o r y  o f  G e r t r u d e  M a r i e  P e d e r s e n  

By her grandson, Dr. Clarence C. Jensen 

- - 
Gertrude Marie Pedersen was born January 11, 1826, in Hamner Sogn, Hjorring, Denmark. She 

was the eighth child in a family of thirteen children born to Peder Stephansen and Gyde Christensen. 
The surname was taken from the given name of her father, as was the custom in Denmark a t  that time. 

Gertrude grew to be a sweet, lovable child, and soon became a favorite in the family. In this 
rural community with its pastoral life, she grew to young womanhood. Very little schooling was 
available and what was given consisted more of the practical things of life, such as home-making and 
learning how to make a living. Gertrude became very efficient in the art of house-keeping and also 
learned the tailors trade, so she readily found opportunity to work in various homes where help was 
needed. It was while working as a servant or house maid in a neighboring village called Bastholm, 
that she met a very amiable gentleman by the name of Christen Kjer. Although he was ten years her 
senior, their friendship soon developed into a real love match, and they were married during her 
twenty -second year. 

Christen Kjer was a very industrious, hard working young man, and through his industry and care- 
ful management they soon provided a neat little home in his home town of Sundby. This town was not 
far from the city of Aalborg, Denmark. Children soon came to bless the home of this happy couple. 
The first was a boy whom they christened Peter, born in September 1849. A year later a little girl 
came and was given the name of Anne Marie, born September 25, 1850. 

It was about this time that considerable excitement arose among the residents of the neighborhood 
over the teachings of some missionaries from America, who were preaching a new kind of religion. 
They called their Church "The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, " but were referred to as 
Ivbrmons. 

Christen Kjer, the husband, was naturally of a religious turn of mind, so a t  first, out of curiosity 
he attended some of the meetings of the missionaries. They were sincere, and presented their princi- 
ples in a clear, concise, and understandable manner. Following this he investigated thoroughly the 
so-called Mormon religion which finally terminated in his conversion. 

At first, due to his reserved disposition, he said nothing about it to his wife. Upon being thoroughly 
converted he could not withhold telling his wife the truth. Then i t  became his task to convert her in 
order that both of them might join. At first Gertrude showed no interest whatsoever. She was satisfied 
with her Church (Lutheran) and was trying to live the life of a good Christian. She was happy in her 
home with her husband, children, and surroundings; what more could she wish for. Christen however, 
continued in his kind way to explain the true principles of the restored Gospel. Eventually they made 
it a matter of prayer and soon Gertrude, too, was converted to the light. Both were baptized and 
became members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. 

Now that they both had become thoroughly converted and the truth seemed so simple, they natu- 
rally wished to carry this message to their relatives. It seemed their relatives had already heard so 
many lies which had spread in the neighborhood that the relatives had become prejudiced and would 
not even listen to their message. Not only would they not listen, but Gertrude's parents and brothers 
and sisters, on learning of her joining those "horrid Mormons, " would not permit Gertrude to enter 
their homes and even avoided speaking to her. This was almost more than she could bear. She thought, 
"If only they would let me explain, I'm sure they could not despise me as they do. " 

A short time after this, Gertrude, while living in hopes that something would give her an opportun- 
ity, saw her favorite brother, who had always been more considerate of her than any of the other 



brothers and sisters, come riding on a horse toward her home. This she thought was her opportunity so 
she stepped out into the road ready to meet and speak to him. She thought while they were alone he 
would listen to her story. He merely asked her if she still believed in the Mormons. Of course her 
answer was yes and she tried to explain her veiwpoint. Imagine her surprise when this, her favorite 
brother, turned-away refusing even to listen to her. This was a crushing experience and when she ' 

referred to i t  in later years it always brought tears to her eyes. Her father however, did come to see 
her, and he came to the wharf and bade her good-bye as she left for America. 

They now seemed to be outcasts from their relatives and former friends. Naturally the spirit of 
gathering to Zion took possession of them. They had learned from the elders that the Mormons had 
recently migrated to the valleys of the Rocky Mountains. It was under these trying circumstances that 
their third child was born, a son whom they named Carl. This was in January 1853. It took some time 
for this little family to dispose of their belongings and arrange for their departure. Near the end of the 
year 1853, all was in readiness, the home having been sold, and most of their possessions converted into 
cash and such things as would be required for a long journey. We can only imagine what must have been 
the feelings of this little family. They sacrificed home, friends, relatives, and all the comforts of a 
normal life for their religious convictions--to go to a strange land thousands of miles away, where under 
trying conditions never yet dreamed of, they would have to begin a new life. 

This family joined a company of 301 saints gathered at Copenhagen. This was the third company 
of Latter Day Saints emigrating from Denmark. They set sail on December 22, 1853, in the steamship 
"Slesvig. " The route was first Keil, Germany, then by train to Gluckstadt, and next by steamship across 
the North Sea to Hull, England. They crossed England by rail to Liverpool arriving there December 28, 
1853. 

On January 1, 1854, this company was joined by some saints from Germany, increasing the number 
now to 333 souls. They set sail from Liverpool in the sailing ship "Jesse Mum" on January 3, 1854. 
Then came the long journey across the mighty Atlantic Ocean, into the Gulf of Mexico to the mouth of 
the Mississippi river, in the course of which twelve of the emigrants died, two adults and ten children. 
One of the adults was the mother of Gertrude's husband, who had chosen to go with them to Zion. From 
such a record we can readily get a picture of the hardships that these emigrants must have endured. 

They arrived at New Orleans February 20, 1854, where they made a short stop. They were then 
transferred to a river boat and five days later continued their journey up the river to St. Louis, Missouri. 

Now comes one of the most tragic incidents in pioneer history. This year, 1854, had been an 
exceptionally dry year in the Mississippi Valley, and collsequently the water was very low. This meant 
slow progress for the steamer, and due to poor sanitary conditions and bad water, Cholera broke out 
among the passengers. As a result of this, when they arrived a t  St. Louis they were all held in quaran- 
tine. Improvised shacks and tents were constructed to serve as an isolation hospital for the afflicted 
ones. As soon as any of the company showed any symptoms of the disease, they were immediately sent 
to one of these improvised hospitals and held there until they died or recovered. Of course many of 
them died. The facilities for controlling the disease, together with the limited medical knowledge of 
the time, poorly prepared them to combat or even prevent the spread of the disease in such a crowded 
company. 

Our little family was among those afflicted. First the oldest boy, Peter, took the disease and was 
sent to the isolation hospital. Then baby Carl came next, and third came the mother, Gertrude. A l l  
three were removed to isolation. Nothing more was heard of the little boys, who of course died and 
were buried in pits expecially prepared for this emergency. 

Gertrude, the mother, withsix other patients occupied one poor room and lay expecting to die any 
minute. But the thought came to her, "If only I could get a drink of water I believe I could get well. " 
According to the treatment a t  that time all food and water was withheld from the patient until the 



symptoms subsided. The result was many of them died. At any rate, Gertrude lay there with a silent , 

prayer for help. A pail of water had been placed in the center of the room out of reach of al l  the 
patients. This water was to be used to moisten the lips and brows of the striken ones by an attendant 
nurse. Gertrude felt if she could creep over to that pail of water and get a drink, she would get well. 
It was midnight and all the attendants had left the room for the time being. Painfully she crawled 
slowly and cautiously to the bucket of water. When she reached i t  she drank her fill. The others in 
the room begged her to give them a drink but it required all her strength to get back into bed. Just as 
she thought, from that moment she improved while the other six patients in the room all  died. In a 
few days she was released to return to her husband, but how sad and lonely it was without the two little 
boys. Only little Anne Marie remained. 

Soon after Gertrude's return, the husband, Christen, felt i l l  and recognized the symptoms of 
cholera. He kissed his good wife and little daughter, telling them to be of good cheer as he would 
have to go to the hospital. That was the last Gertrude and her little girl ever saw of their husband and 
father. After entering the hospital he became one of the many victims of the dread disease, and was 
buried in one of the unknown graves. 

What must have been the anguish of this pioneer woman. Her husband, two children, and her 
mther-in-law all  taken in death, and she left alone in the world with her little two year old daughter. 
Alone in a strange land and unable to speak their language. Was that not enough to crush the bravest 
of the brave? This was not al l  that was to befall them. They had been fairly well to do when they 
left their home in Denmark, and carried considerable money with them to help establish themselves 
in a home in Zion. During their trouble and sickness the bag containing all  of their savings was either 
lost or stolen and could not be found. This added to her hardship for it meant she had to depend on 
friends for help. 

She knew it was her husband's desire that they continue on to their journeys end. She felt that 
God would not forsake her, so she must do her part and continue on, and somehow she knew they would 
be provided for. 

On being released from quarantine the little company of survivors continued their journey across 
the plains and over the Rocky Mountains to Zion. Gertrude and her daughter were taken in one of the 
wagons. The load was heavy, so providing a place where her little Anne Marie could ride, Gertrude 
walked almost al l  the way to Salt Lake City, arriving there on October 5, 1854. This was one of the 
m s t  tragic companies in all emigration history according to the historian, Andrew Jensen. Of 680 
souls, consisting of those who left Copenhagen and others who joined them from Germany and other 
places, only 500 survivors reached Salt Lake City, the others having died and been buried in the 
depths of the ocean or in  unknown graves along the way. 

In accordance with the advise of the great leader, Brigham Young, the saints knowing of any 
friends or acquaintances coming in a wagon train, should always meet them upon arrival and where 
possible help them to provide temporary homes for the newcomers until such a time as they could get 
located in permanent homes. This accounts for the meeting of my heroine with her future husband, 
Mads C. Jensen, a miller by trade, who had come in the first Mormon emigration from Denmark. He, 
upon hearing that some of his fellow countrymen were arriving in Salt Lake City, called to meet the 
newcomers from his old home in Denmark. Here he met Gertrude and her small daughter. He wel- 
comed them and took them to his home and soon after married Gertrude giving them a permanent home, 
He had been working in the grist mill in Salt hake City. The building still stands as an old land mark 
in  Liberty Park. 

The following year he was called by Brigham Young to go to Ogden to manage and run a grist mill 
on the Weber River. He moved his families to Ogden. While living in Ogden two children came to 
bless this union. The first was a son, Christian, father of the writer, born November 3, 1865, and 
then Amelia born September 10, 1857. Shortly after this Mads C. Jensen with his families, in answer 



to another call, moved to Brigham City and started the first grist mill in that community, where he 
became known as "Miller Jensen. " Here he spent the remainder of his life. 

While they were living in Brigham City the following children were born: Emma, born April 25, 
1859; Mads Peter, born March 31, 1861; Twentina, (being so named because she was her father's twenti- 
eth child) born MZrch 4, 1864; Jonathan C. born September 12, 1867; Gyde Aurora, born April 8, 1871. 

In 1872 in the little village of Mantua, four miles east of Brighain City, a home was provided for 
this family. Here Gertrude raised her children to maturity. Well does the writer remember the old 
loom on which grandmother Gertrude used to spend her spare time and even work long hours into the 
nights, weaving carpets. In this way she helped to provide means to sustain her family. 

It was August 25, 1901, a t  the age of seventy-five, after having eaten her breakfast and talking to 
her daughter Twentina (with whom she was living a t  the time), that she lay down and without a sign of 
pain or discomfort passed into the great beyond. There she no doubt will be classed as one of the great. 
One who, through adversity, remained true to the end. 

At this writing (April 1940) only one of her children is still alive, this being Mrs. Emma Rasmussen 
of Brigham City, Utah. There are 298 direct living descendants; practically al l  of whom are active 
mmbers of the Church, the Church that played such a big part in Gertrude's life. 

G 1 GERTRUDE MARIE PEDERSEN was the daughter of Peder Stephansen, the son of Stephan 
Pedersen, the son of Peder Christensen. 
b. 11 January 1826, Hamner Sogn, Denmark. 
d. 25 August 1901, Mantua, Utah. 
Gertrude married (1) 1847, Denmark, 

Christen Kjer, of Sunby, Aalborg, Denmark. 
b. 1816, Sundby, Denmark. 
d. 1847, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Children (Kjer) al l  born at Sundby, Aalborg Amt. Denmark. 

i. Peter b. September 1849 
d. 1854 S t  Louis, Missouri. 

G 2 ii. Anne Marie b. 25 September 1850 
d. 10 June 1916 Franklin, Idaho. 

iii. Carl b. January 1853 
d. 1854 St. Louis, Missouri. 

Gertrude married (2) 1854, a civil marriage, and then on 1 April 1857 married in the Salt 
Lake Endowme~lt House, 

Mads Christian Jensen, son of Jens Christian Kristensen and wife Maren Andersen. 
b. 4 April 1822 Elling, Hjorring Amt. Denmark 
d. 11 July 1898 Brigham City, Utah. 

Children (Jeusen) 

G 3 i. Christian M. b. 3 November 1855, Ogden, Weber Co.unty, Utah 
G 4 ii. Amelia b. 10 September 1857, Ogden, Weber Caunty, Utah 
G 5 iii. Emma b. 25 April 1859, Brigham City, Utah 
G 6 iv. Mads Peter b. 31 March 1861, Brigham City, Utah 



G 7 v. Twentina b. 4 March 1864, Brigham City, Utah 
G 8 vi. Jonathan C. b. 12  September 1867, Brigham City, Utah 

vii. Gyde Aurora b. 8 April 1871, Brigham City, Utah 
d. 3 January 1875, Brigham City, Utah 

G e r t r u d e  P e d e r s e n  
S e c o n d  G e n e r a t i o n .  

ANNE MARIE &J& 
1 

G 2 (Gertrude ) Anne Marie was raised in the Jensen family as a member of 
that group. I 
b. 25 September 1850, Sundby, Denmark. 1 
d. 10 June 1916, Franklin, Idaho. 
Anne Marie married, 3 April 1871 in the Salt Lake Endowment House. 

Walter Wickham, son of John and Sarah (Andrews) Wickharn. 
b. 9 February 1851, East Wickham, Kent County, england. 
d. 26 April 1917, Brigham City, Utah--buried Teton City, Idaho. 
He married (2) Mary Ann Haw kes Lewis. 

Children (Wickham) born at Brigham City, Utah 

G 9 i. Walter Leslie b. 4 March 1872 
G 10 ii. Emma Gertrude b. 17 October 1873 

A n n i e  M a r i e  K j e r  W i c k h a m  

Annie Marie Kjer Wickham was born September 25, 1850, at Sundby Sogn, a small place not far 
from the city of Abborn, or Aabybro, Aalborg, Amt., Denmark. The daughter of Gertrude Marie 
Pedersen and Christen Kjer. She was one of three children, two brothers, Peter born September 1849, 
and Carl born January 1853. 

It was about this t ime that considerable excitement arose among the residents of the neighborhood 
over the teachings of some Mormon Missionaries. Christen wer,  the father, was naturally of a religious 
mind, so he  decided to  investigate and was soon converted. After a lot of talking he  converted his wife, 
They now seemed to  be  outcasts from their relatives and friends, so they decided t o  come to  Zion in 
Utah. They disposed of their belongings and started on their long journey to  Utah. 

They set sail January 3, 1854, on the sailing ship "gesse Munn. " It was a long hard journey across 
the  Atlantic into the Gulf of Mexico, up the Mississippi River, headed for St. Louis. At this t ime 
Cholera broke out among the passengers. This family was among the afflicted; first, Peter, then Carl, 
and then Gertrude the mother, a l l  were taken to  the hospital. Nothing more was heard of the little 
boys. They died and were buried there. Gertrude survived. Soon after the father became ill and was 
taken to  the hospital, but he  died. All that Gertrude had left was her little daughter, Annie Marie. 

Gertrude knew it was her husbands desire that they continue their journey to Salt Lake City. 
Gertrude walked most of the way with her daughter. They arrived October 5, 1854. Here they were 
met by Mads C. Jensen, an emigrant from Denmark. Soon after, h e  married Gertrude and she and her 
daughter moved to  Brigham City, Utah. Here Annie Marie grew up. 

She married Walter Wickham April 3, 1871, in Salt Lake City Endowment House. They lived in 
Brigham City where their two children were born: Walter Leslie and Emma Gertrude. When the children 
were young they moved to  Dayton, Idaho, where they homesteaded a farm. Water was very scarce at 
that time', so they soon became dis~ouraged. 



SECTION IV 

Elsie Marie Olsen 
b. 26 February. 1841 
Ulon, Aalborg, Den. 
d, 18 November, 1909 
Brigham City, Utah 

PEDIGREE CHART OF ELSIE MARIE OLSEN 

b. 10 September, 1732 

Jens Olsen 
( b. 1755 

I w. Hasseria, Aalborg , 
Denmark I Maren Grqersen 

I b. 6 September, 1733 

w. Hasseria, Denmark I Else Thomsen 
b. 1731 
w. Hasseria, Denmark 

Christen Jensen Olsen 
b- 1 August, 1803 
w. Hasseria. Aalbmg, De 
d. 28 October. 1869 
w. Brigham City, Utah 

Peder Olsen Godrim 
b. 1726 
w. Norholm. Aalborg, Den. 
Son of Ole Pedersen and 
Karen Simbnsen 

w. Sonderholm, Den. 

b. 12 July, 1777 

Christen Hansen 

Karen Nielsen 
b. 14 January, 1733 
w. Norholm, Aalborg, Den. 

1. 

Ane Kirstine Christensen 

b. 24 March 1737 
w. Hasseria, Denmark 
m. 29 September, 1770 
d. 28 October, 1796, Den. 

w, Volstrup, Aalborg, 
Anne Jensen 

Denmark 
d. 3 May, 1855 

w. Oster Hornum, Denmark 

/ Anne Nielsen 
b. 18 March, 1803 
w. Volstrup, Aalborg, Den. 
d. 11 March, 1895 
Brigham City. Utah 

d. 21 November, 1809 

Maren Gregersen is the daughter of Gregers Jensen Bonderup and his wife, Anne Lauridsen. 
Christen Hansen is the son of Hans Sorensen and Ane Christensen. 
Karen Nielsen is the daughter of Niels Sorensen and Anna Sorensen. 

b. 1 January, 1780 

Soren Christensen 

Kirsten Sorensen 

b. 1733 
w. Oster, Hornum. Denmark 
m. 11 February, 1776 



Issac 

Elias, Lorenzo 

Mads C. and Elsie Marie  (O1sen) lensen 

Aunt  Mary" Home, 2nd East and 3rd North. Brlgham City 



ANCESTRY OF ELSIE MARIE (OLSEN) JENSEN 

There has been considerable research done on this Olsen line by Eva M. Gregersen, Wilford L. 
Olsen and Eunice E. Nelson. Names connected with this family have been taken from parish and c e n e  
records and considerable work has been done for them in the temples. According to  the pedigree 
submitted, Elsie Marie, or Mary as she was called, has four grandparents, eight great-grandparents, 
eight second-great-grandparents, and two third great-grandparents, that have been found through 
research. I do not have in my possession the family groups for this pedigree. The following is the 
family group showing Mary's father and mother and their eight children. 

3 1 
Christen Jensen Olsen. (lens Olsen, Ole Justsen ) 

b. 1 August 1802/3, Hasseris, Aalborg Amt. Denmark 
d. 1869, Brigham City, Utah 
Christen Jensen Olsen married 

Anne Nielsen Petersen, daughter of Niels Petersen and his wife, Kirsten Sorensen 
b. 18 March 1803, Volstrup, Aalborg Amt. Denmark 
d. 11 March 1895, Brigham City, Utah 

Children (Olsen) 

i. 
ii. 

. . . . . iii; 
iv. 
v. 

vi. 
vii. 

viii. 

Mette Kirsten b. 3 February 1830 - Hasseria, 
Caroline b. 27 May 1832 
Christena b. 23 August 1834 - Ulon, 
Nicoline b. 26 April 1836 n 

James b. 27 March 1839 " 
Elsie Marie (Mary) b. 26 February 1841 " 

Margaret b. 1843 - Velede. 
Christen b. 3 October 1847 " 

Aalborg , Denmark 

4 3 2 1 
El ELSIE MARIE (MARY) OLSEN (Christen Jeilses Olsen , Je~s Flsen , Ole Justen ) 

b. 26 February 1841, Ulon, Aalborg Amt. Denmark 
d. 18 November 1909, Brigham City, Utah 
Elsie Marie married, 7 October 1858, Salt Lake City, Utah 

Mads Christian Jensen, son of Jens Christen Kristensen and his wife Maren Andersen 
b. 4 April 1822, Elling, Hjorring Amt. Denmark 
d. 11 July 1898, Brigham City, Utah 

Children (Jensen) all born in Brigham city, Utah 

i. Margaret Anne b. 7 August 1861 
d. 16 August 1861 

ii. Abigail b. 22 November 1862 
d. 8 February 1863 

E 2 i i i  Lorenzo Snow b. 3 February 1865 
iv. Erastus Snow b. 1 4  April 1867 

d. 1 4  September 1869 
v. Mary Jane b. 16 March 1870 

d. 26 February 1871 
E 3 vi. Christopher Elias b. 15 July 1874 



Sketch of the Life of Elsie Marie (Olsen) Jensen 

Elsie Marie Olsen was born February 26, 1841, at Hasseris, Denmark. She is the daughter of 
Christian J. and Annie_ Nielsen Olsen, who were honest, industrious farmers, highly respected in the - 
locality where they resided. 

In the year of 1851 her parents became members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints, through the efforts of missionaries laboring in Aalborg. During the following year the father, 
Christian J. Olsen, became one of the local Elders, and an active missionary, and traveled about 
preaching the truths of the Restored Gospel 

He was released from his mission the next year and immediately began preparations to 
emigrate to America with a group of converts of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. Their 
destination was to  the western part of the United States, known to the Saints as Zion. 

About December 15, 1853, the family of Christian J. Olsen set sail from Aalborg, Denmark, 
for Salt Lake City, Utah, that far off land across the sea. Their first destination was Copenhagen, 
Denmark, where they were met by a large company of Saints gathered from different parts of 
Scandinavia, who were also starting upon this long journey. 

Leaving Copenhagen they sailed for Hull, England, crossing the North Sea which was rough and 
dangerous Their first Christmas away from their homeland was spent on the sea. They landed at 
Hull, then continued on t o  Liverpool where they set sail on the old ship known as the "Jessie Munns", 
January 3, 1854, for the open sea. As is well known, sailing the sea in those days on sailing vessels 
was far different from the modern steam vessels of today. The voyage was a rough one with the boat 
rolling and tossing at the mercy of the wind and waves - 'twas a simple case of drifting with the wind. 

The course was in a south westerly direction and many weary weeks passed by with no land in 
sight and only those who have had a similar experience can realize what it meant. The food supply 
was very low and their drinking water was very bad. 

One beautiful morning the shores of Cuba came into view and everybody was on deck to  view 
the sight and as they came nearer and could see the grain and the vegetation, a mighty shout of joy 
went up from the hundreds of passengers mingled with thanksgiving that the Lord had piloted them 
safely across this mighty water. 

The journey was continued across the Gulf of Mexico and up the Mississippi River to  the famed 
city of New Orleans, where the company took leave of the faithful ship "Jessie Munns", and took 
passage on a river steamer on the tenth of February 1854. 

This was a very eventful experience as the dreaded disease of Cholera broke out among the 
passengers, and many sad scenes and memories were encountered before reaching St. Louis, Missouri. 
Frequently the ship touched the shore to lay in a shallow grave the victims of this dreaded disease. 
After reaching St. Louis the disease still raged and many more of their numbers died. Here the Olsen 
family met it's first great sorrow of the journey, in the death of their oldest daughter, Mette K. Olsen, 
aged twenty-four years, a victim of this dreadful disease, having been sick only six hours when death 
came. 

St. Louis became the last resting place of hundreds who were striken. This Scandinavian 
company remained in St. Louis for several weeks and then continued on to Kansas City where they 
waited until oxen, wagons and provisions could be procured to  start the journey across the plains. 
Finally the necessary equipment was complete and they started on that long, tedious journey crossing 
plains and mountains to reach their destination, a distance of about fifteen hundred miles For many 



miles their mute required the fording of streams and the building of roads but they finally struck the 
Mormon trail at Foa Laramie, which they followed until they reached Salt Lake valley. 

The trail was marked by constant deaths among the company from various causes, so the - 
course might almost have been followed by the mounds of earth where loved ones had been laid to 
rest, amid the tears d that pilgrim band. 

The Indians were a constant source of trouble but by the precaution of keeping a double guard 
both day and night serious trouble was avoided with those red-skinned neighbors. Elsie Mary Olsen 
was about thirteen years of age when they began this journey and she walked all the distance across 
the plains, holding the hand of her younger brother Christian and often holding the Jkirts of her 
mother. She walked bare footed most of the way and waded the rivers where the water was not too 
deep to prevent her doing so. 

They arrived in Salt Lake City on October 5. 1854, where they met the older son. James 
Olsen. James had emigrated the previous year. From Salt Lake they moved north to what was then 
known as Box Elder Fart, which was located in the naah western paa of what is now Brigham City. 
about where the ~ c o l n  School building now stands Activities were begun in this old Fort and 
vicinity and from then until her death, this city was Mary's home. She saw Brigham City grow from 
it's small beginning to a good sized town and she bravely tried to do her patt to make it a place woah 
calling home. She worked to make it a place whae her children could live and grow to manhood 
and womanhood as honorable citizens, worthy of the name they bore. 

She well remembered the coming of Johnson's Army to Utah and the move south. This section 
of the country was entirely deserted for a time, but when the settlers returned they continued the 
work of building and improvement. 

On October 7. 1858. Elsie Mary was married to Mads Christian Jensen in the Endowment Hwse 
at Salt Lake City by Daniel H. Wells. Six children were born to this union, Four of these six 
children died young as you can see from the family group chart, varying in age from a few weeks to 
two and a half years. 

Mads C. Jensen was a good man and did everything possible f a  the comfort of his large family. 
He endured many hardships like all others of his day, without complainiqg, and his good wives 
suppaaed him in his efforts, also without complaining. He was called to leave his families and make 
a stand with his brethren in Echo Canyon at the approach of Johnson's Anny. With all  their trials the 
saddest was the parting with their little children. 

Elsie Mary's schooling consisted of two weeks after she was married, and this in a small room, 
to which she walked bare footed, and the only seats were. rough slabs just as they came from the mill. 

Elsie Mary Jensen died November 18. 1909, at the home of her son. C. Elias Jensen, in 
Brigham City, from general debility. She was bufied in the family plot in the Brigham City Cemetery. 



Aurora Iensen 

Aurora Martiager 

Aurora" smother Lawrence Marriager and his two sons 
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SECTION V 

AURORA MARIAGER 

Little research has been done on this line. The information as given here is not according to 
pa trdnymic rule. The name Mariager is carried through three generations. Both Aurora's paternal and 
maternal grandparents have the sir name of Mariager but her mother was sometimes called Elsie Madsen 
and sometimes Elsie Mariager. Aurora's sir name has been given as Mariager and as Sorensen. A good 
researcher could most likely get this all straightened out. Ordinance work has been done for her family 
as given here. 

Source: L. D. S. Archives 

George Mariager was the son of Soren and Anna Catherine Mariager 
b. 1 4  March 1810 - Gjol, Aalborg Amt. Denmark 
d. 6 August 1889 - Denmark 

George married41) Elsie Madsen or Mariager, the daughter of Mads Jensen Mariager and 
his wife Anna. 

b. date unknown, at Gjol, Aalborg Amt. Denmark 
d. July 1860 on the plains near a spring of water about ten miles west of Little Horn River. 

(Little Horn River is in Montana. I wonder if this shouldn't have been the Big Horn River in Wyoming, 
as many of the emigrant trains crossed the Big Horn as they traveled through Wyoming on their way to 
Utah) She was buried near some log houses. 

Children (Mariager) 

i. 
. , 

ii. 
iii. 

iv. 

vi. 

vii. 
. . . 

viii. 

ix. 

Conradine Albertine 

Ama Helene 
Soren Alfred (twin) 

Einma Christence 
(twin) 

Mads Jensen 

Aurora 

Lawrence Christian 

Naomi Dagmar 

Clara 

b. 19 October 1838 - Vemebjerg, Hjorring, Denmark 
d. 20 February 1908 - U. S A. 
b. about 1840 - Vennebjerg, Denmark 
b. 29 January 1842 f '  
d. 26 July 1874 U.S.A. 
b. 29 January 1842 - Vennebjerg, Denmark 
d. 7 May 1851 n .. 
b. 10 March 1844 n rn 

d. 6 July 1851 
b. 5 January 1846-6 - " 

d. 1 February 1868 - Brigham City, Utah 
b. 8 October 1848 - Vennebjerg, Denmark 
d. 1 4  February 1921 - U. S. A. 
b. 26 April 1850 - Vennebjerg, Hjorring, Denmark 
d. 4 November 1921 - U. S. A. 
No information about her 

A 1 
2 1 

Aurora Mariager, daughter of George Mariager and Elsie Madsen Source: A 7 

b. 5 January 1846-7, Vennebjerg, Hjorring Amt. Denmark 
d. 1 February 1868, Brigham City, Utah 
Aurora married, 26 February 1862, Salt Lake Endowment House, Mads Christian Jensen, 
son of Jens Christian Kristensen and wife Maren Andersen. She became his fourth wife. 

b. 4 April 1822, Elling, Hjorring Amt. b en mark 
d. 11 July 1898, Brigham City, Utah 



Children (Jensen) all born at Brigham City 

i. Brigham Alfred b. 24 November 1862 
d. 19 January 1863 

- ii. Ephraim b. 12 December 1863 
d. 12 October 1864 

iii. Hyrum Smith b. 17 September 1865 
iv. Elsie (Twin) b. 31 December 1867 

d. 14 January 18 68 
v. Abraham (Twin) b. 31 December 1867 

d. 14 January 1868 

Life Sketch of Aurora Marriager Jensen 
By daughter-in-law, Pamela H. Jensen 

Aurora was born 5 January 1847, at Vinnebjerg, Hjorring Amt. Denmark. She was the daughter 
of Jorgen (Geo~ge in English) Marriager and Elsie Madsen. Her father was a school teacher and a 
minister, and Aurora was taught by her father. When the Mormon Missionaries visited their town her 
mother accepted the Gospel and with five of her children stole away to join the emigrants who were 
leaving for America. One son refused to join them and remained with his father, who refused to have 
anything to  do with Mormonism, which occasioned the mother's stealing away. 

Aurora was baptized on April 22, 1860, and with her mother and family set sail from Liverpool, 
England, 11 May 1860, on the sailing ship "William Tapscott". h e r e  were 731 saints on board the 
ship, of whom 312 were Scandinavians. Asa Calkin was in charge of the company. 

During the long journey small pox made it's appearance among the emigrants, which caused a 
several day quarantine in the New York Harbor. 

They finally landed June 20th and continued their journey to  Florence, Nebraska, where they 
arrived 1 July 1860. The same fall they arrived in Salt Lake City with the company of Nephi Johnson. 
This brave mother died on the plains enroute to  Utah, leaving her five children to fend for themselves 
in a strange new land. Some of them were taken to  Southern Utah but Aurora went to Brigham City 
dnd lived with the M. C. Jensen family. (The little town of Vennebjerg is about eight or ten miles 
from Bastholm, the place where Mads C. and Maren !Jensen had lived: Aurora was just under fourteen 
years of age when she arrived in Utah. It is most likely that the two families had known each other 
in Denmark, at least Aurora knew about this family that had joined the Church in Bastholm and had 
come with the first company of Saints from Denmark. ) A little over a year later, Aurora married 
Mads Christian Jensen, as  his fourth wife. She had had her fifteenth birthday the previous month. 

Aurora suffered all the hardships incidental to pioneer life, and was always thoughtful and 
kind to her husbands other wives She was of a cheerful disposition, having a smile for everyone. Her 
hair was black and her skin was very fair. Her greatest trial and sorrow was her misfortune in rearing 
her children, a l l  but one dying in infancy or early childhood. (Her babies were all premature) 

Her first child lived only seven weeks and her second son lived for ten months. Her third 
child, Hyrum S. was the only child to reach maturity. Five days before her twenty-first birthday she 
gave birth to  twins, her fourth son and her only daughter. They lived about two weeks 

The little mother's health was gone, her trials became unbearable and her young, tender body 
couldn't hold up longer. Less than a month after her twenty-first birthday, on February first, 1868, her 
spirit went to the master who gave it, there to  join her sweet babies and loved ones  May her memory 
ever be sweet to  her posterity and friends Dated--2 December 1921 




